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PREFACE. 

S^^NG smKious to give .my 
boys subjects for their imitatioD, ( 
sougb^ for accounts of eminent cbf^- 
r$^<^ter$» written in a manner suit^ 
able to their comprehensiop. But, 
inaU the collections I have met 
with, great conquerors appear to 
have ^ei) made the prominent 
chan^^ers, ^ i£ tb^ir example 
a)o)^ wei^ worthy of imitation. 
Being entirely of a different opi- 
nion, and thinking it of essential 
importance, as early as possible, to 
inculcate in children the habits thaj; 
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^ PREFACE. 

are likely to make them estimable 
men, I have selected such lives as 
seemed to me best calculated to 
make them think, and be convinced, 
that industry, perseverance and 
firmness, and gentleness, and kind^ 
ness of disposition, are • among the 
truest sources of lasting happiness. 
So far as my own eiperieiide 
extends I have found the following 
collection very useful ; and if other 
mothers should derive any benefit 
from it, I shall feel much gratffied. 
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SOCRATES. 

Socrates was a very wise and 
good mcui> who^ lived almost five 
hundred years before Christ wai 
born, at a small' village called Alo^ 
pece, whibh is near the <:ity of ^ 
Athens, in a country called Greece; 
The name of Socrates' father was 
Sb-phro'-nis-cas, and his trade wasi 
to cut figures of metf andwomefiotit 
of blocks of marble. So^phro-nis^cas 
brought up his son to 'work wvlh 

B 
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2 SOCBATEa. 

Iiim, in catting marble, which So- 
crates did not at all like, for he 
wottl^ F9tb«9 har^ ^fm% W ^vm 
in reading and in writing than is 
cutting figures out of marble ; but 
as his father was a poor man^ he was 
forced to work for his daily bread; 
When his.fet3l6r di^ 0otrates wa» 
feft without any money to keep 

l^W:f%y3#pV.t?^, ^m^h^eutsfomfr 

^^Afck Wf^P(5 placed i» *be ci(i(id»l «( 
V^th^ffft. J^t that tiqici ^ rich mf^i 
jMM3^ Crito, lived m^tb^ivi^i ^M 
behsiving heard ^ha^fiu ipdu^^iv 
Otta frftew Socrj^s yr«9, weftt t0 
9M ftud feer tulk. witk feiua 5 and wJbwi 
lu& bma:^ bi^iw muah btttor $Qi0ntt«» 
voMldlike t^ r«iid «ml kaxny tiMH 
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S0CRAT»5., i 

16«ut inai^tile, he told-Socrbt^s, t&at 
he stiould come and Kve with hi«i, 
tthd leach his cWldteh. "Socfates 
■Was very glAd of tfais ; and when he 
Ifegan to study, he likM it so moch; 
that h^-inade op his miiid to do no*- 
4hing hut study, all hk life, wh(A 
vrfts the best way o^ making him- 
«elf arid others good ; and all thoafc 
wl»o were good, he knew would be 
liapf)y ; sd he learnt what be conld 
^tn an the ^i^ and deter then wfab 
UiFBd In Atbens At that tiiM ; toid 
be-(^teB'Went to the hduiseof aVerjr 
lewned woinan,whoKv*d in Athens, 
eaUed Astasia. At her hobse the 
wise men Wht> Ifved iti Athens 
lifeMl iftttt togethiir. By t&king 
gl-eiiftfiaib»» ^derates: made himself 
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t| SOCRtATES. 

roaster of all kinds ;of learqiQg 
\vhich those days could afford. 

Sometime after hQ had come to 
live at Athens, the men of Athene, 
and the men of another Greek city, 
called Spafta, quarrelledi and the^ 
:the menof Ath)ens made Socrates a 
jsoldier, and he was a very brave 
.one. At the siege of a place called 
Potid^a, in the nofidst of a very , cold 
jwinter, when other people were 
(Wrapped in furs, he used to walk 
jbarefoot upon the ice. At one 
*time, when he was fighting, be had 
the pleasure of saving the lifer of a 
.great warrior, called Xe-no*phon. 
.When hie was sixty years old^ he 
was made one of the rulers, ajidhe 
was a very good and just one; he 
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took cure of aad^efeifd^cl atl thoM 
whbwe^e notable to take care of 
tk6iBi»el««6,aYid wouM ttot let wicked 
HMtt Ibiitt these that were good* 

Soerates tkought the men of 

Atheild did ttot teke {>roper care te 

bave their ehiklrett ttiught well; he 

tkooght fhey fttlked «do muck 

iriyottt wotk ieiiteftd of dcnng it: 

^S^cratee Mid, he would be the 

eehoohtiftster to e^^ery one in AtheiiK 

who wentd oeitte to hitn and learn : 

he tanghtf that that knowledge was 

%he best whieh ehowed men^ ho^Vir 

•ihey could be most Useful to otte 

tnethef; thtitthoie itten wheonly 

t«Ik«d ftboufc whUt was beet to be 

dene, were ttet ise good as thei^e 

who, without talking about it, 

^i«d te d6 «iH ^£h(^ |6ed they ceuld 

b3 
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6 $OCRATKS. 

to tbeiir friends, attd were kii»l to 

everyone. He sometimes made ^i^aixi 

men look yery silly, by asliii^ them 

questions, which they did notknoyr 

how to answer ; and then those who 

knew better, laughed at them : now, 

vain men are. those who have pp:ly 

taken pains to learn a little, and then 

they have not learnt how much moire 

other people know.than themselves; 

;as tiberefpre they only know the 

little trouble that they have them- 

selv^ taken, they think they are 

the' Qoly men .in the world w^p 

have learot any thing, and that all 

others know nothing; when it 

very often happens, that almost 

every, one knows m^ore than these 

vain men do. 

Soera^s always^ried to make n^en 
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SOCRAT£$. 7 

think, and to think how they could 
mak^ themselves good. He si^id, 1^ 
did not want fine clothes, or much 
money ; for that if he did not feel 
good, a fine coat could not make 
him happy ;.and, if he did feel good, 
it made him so happy that he could 
not think of any such trifle; and to 
try to be content wU3i what he had, 
.W9S better, he said, than wishing 
,for much money. 

. Soqrates had a very cross woa^an 
for hii;^ wife ; her name was Xan-tip- 
pe ; and when he had friends t^ dine 
with him, Xap-tip^peali^vuys scolded 
.him, because he would not have 
,upon the tabb muqhmore ]^s|t to 
.look at than , they wanted to /es^t; 
,a4d ;then Socri^tes used to^say to 
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his wife, *' WhSst othets live to eat, 
wise men eat to live.'* 

SocMtes taught the yotrth f^ 
Athens for some year*, and was be- 
hjved by so many people, that some 
envious and wicked persons became 
very angry with him, for being so 
ttiuch better than themselves; and 
<^t wifeked man, who was a leather- 
dresset, and whose name was Any- 
tus, said, before the Senate, who 
ivere the judges, thtit Socrates had 
tlried to make the toen, who Kved 
ifl Atl>ens, wicked; and anothet, 
fucmed fifelittis, to get a good deal 
dfttiOttey„ spoke a great mauyfelse 
lAia wicked things against Socrates 
t6thfeSfenat6. AnytustKdttotHkte 
«o6*ftt«tf,becWisehesaitfthfttAnytite 
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-ought to allow bis sons some part of 
rthe day to learn to read, instead of 
:kee))ing tl>eoi at work all day at 
<tbe leather. But Auytus sent word 
to Socrates, that if he wojuld then 
say he acted right by his two sons, 
;he would not speak any more 
bad things of him to the Senate; 
.but'Socrates said> ''No; I. would 
rather die, than say that which I 
know is not true." .When the day 
,afTived, on whiph it was to be tried 
before the .Senate, whether So- 
crates was a good or a bad ipan, 
;the three wicked men ^who FOre 
this accusers, each made a lofig 
speech against him — Melitus to get 
.money, A&ytus bemuse biQh^fed 
.Socrates, and Ly$;<m because he 
was a vain person. Socrates had. a 
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10 i^^CltATfiS. 

yotin^ ttmnfor d schdlar, M4i(3«e nath^ 
't^as Pliitbj'Aiia Plate loved Socrates 
i50 Itiufch, that ^bett the wicked mefe 
had i^poketi against bi« master, Plato 
irose tip to defend him ; bat tfcfe 
judg^ were not jitst attd good, and 
bad thoitgbt too ttiucb of what Ae 
wicked xteti bad gaid first ; so tbe jr 
said to Plato, «' Sit down, ^xx^P «o- 
urates, bowever, was too good liot 
to be able to speak for himself, atid 
he told tbe judges to talk to the 
young men of Athens themselves, 
^nd to tMnk wfaetheir, by telling 
mett to do «31 the good they could 
to eaeh other, he co^tld h«?e 
done tiiem harm ; and added) tlm 
Whatever they thought of bis con- 
d^ict, lie himself i^t good imd 
h%ppy: he made them a bow^ and 
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Wt 4o wn* He appetareil 99 IiAppy» 
ttet his wteked; acoutiers^ wfatn 
tbey l<>Qked at hiin» tr<m^lQd> wui 
wiifaed, tlM^t iostead of ciilUvg ^ 
fwrtesr iiawf bty, they bad tfi^ %n 
}mw Wcame like him, w Ic^ M4 
good ; but the j^dgea hs^d iH)t at? 
teodfid $10 aimehi ta what ^^at§g 
hind said, as to nvhat his wi^kffd ae^ 
caters h§A i^aid; that wims; beeaiit^ 
Aey were had men tli^msalvaa: 
^he wicked men had $pf)kai^ fir at f 
aed. when Sactates b<^ to speaki. 
tha J4xdgpea had grerwQ too i<|le t^ 
hataa tf> Mm ; •» ^ j^i4gf s stud^ 
Saciatea ww gaiJty> w4: th*t her 
awit be put to deatl^ by the i^otsoi^ 
aftontock. He waa thea pat mtO! 
prison, wheT^hie stayed thittyday«» 
wd hia firmndf dvko and Flatp mw 
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)9 SOCilAT£S: 

bim every day : they were so sorry 
to think he should die, that they 
wanted him to try to get out of 
prison ; but he said to them, that 
be was not afraid to die ; for that 
when he died, he should gouiKl live 
with pnly good men, and that would 
be better than getting outof priaoii; 
He then said " good bye," to fai» 
wife and child, and told them, that 
they oiight not to cry^ for that he 
was going to be made always happy ;• 
and then, without the least fear, he 
drank the drink which was to kil\ 
him. Even the man who gave it 
to him, wept, and his friends cried 
very tnuch, which Socrates told 
them was very cowardly ; that he 
himself feated ndthing, for he felt 
good : then, covering himself witk 
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$OC|lAT£S. 13 

his doak, for the hemlock had 
niade. him cold, he went to sleep for 
a loBg tiiae, and then to awake 
amongst good men, and to be for 
ever happy ! . But his friends could 
npt help weeping, when they felt 
that he was no longer with them. 

Wbenit was knownall over Greece 
that Socrates had been put to deaths 
the Grecian men were very angry, 
^ every one said, ** Nobody c%xt 
eveir love these wicked men, Melitua 
An3rtus, and Lyccm," till the Senate 
tjiemselves beg9n to say, "^ We h«^e. 
done wrong, not to have Ui^tened 
with more attention to S.ocralea: 
let us now put an end to those 
wicked men ;" so they took Melitus, 
and said he must die, for having 
told so many wicked falsehoods 
c 
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14 80CRATES; 

abMt Socrates. And wbc^ Anytus 
hMrd of tkii^ he was aflf«i4, and 
ran away from his country, never 
tM9^ come back to it agi^n. Ancl 
the men of Athene, for soiflye tii»% 
diA oothiDg bnt mown fbr So* 
crates^ Socrates was seventy yealp^ 
old when he died. S^rates did 
]>et write aiiy books ; but hie twa 
piipils, f^ato and Xe-no^pbon, havsr 
Wf kten all they could remember^ 
that they heard him say ; Xe-no- 
ftkotk has4«ly written what Soeiil^ 
htttself said^ but Pioto^ has added a 
fbwefbis own sayings to those of 
Seotates. 
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PtA-IO Wt6 obe of the pupib of 
Sodrfitwi h« iTM haoL libout foat 
htifidrMl tmd thirty y«Mnft Ufiirt 
etiH«c;IiU&thftt'8Bttiiiew«i»AirltfUs 
andh* tMHiboriiib AtlMifas, btttmit4 
Tina born ia the ktoind of .Si|^iMi;. 
Ode of ^e anceetore «f Piato's i»> 
^ker, was Codms: bov .6odrii4 
waa the lastttiBg of Athent} and 
lef hisBolber's aaeestmrs wa> S«»kn : 
Aoiw Solon was one of the dcriteii 
wise moi of Ch«eoe, and be tttade 
« great Many good lawt. The fiame 
of FliitoV mother was Pe»nC'ti-'0tte. 
When Plato wasw tafant, his Arttaer 
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16 PLATO. 

and mother took him to-a place 
cdled Hymettus^ where, while his 
£aither and mother were employed 
in paying their respects to the 
Muses, a swarm of bees came, and 
dropped honey on the lipg of Plato : 
Ihis^ his friends tho«ight> m^A^.hm 
i»peak well; and :it mt^ aU^o . said> 
^t the night before , Plato; weat to 
&Q<^rate8,. . SoicratesdrewEit tbat-a 
.^ming swat flew from Gupid!s altar, 
^idi was in the school, and. satin 
Jm lap, and then flew up to He^ve^ 
£ia when Plato w:as:broaght to him, 
iSoccates said, '' This is the awanirf 
.Cupid's . academy." Plato was a 
very clever boy, and was always 
v^xy fond pf learning, which, when 
.bifi friends saw, they, assisted him m 
liriichad tli^y could : he was taught 
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to reftd by a j^erson ittMiked Di>o-iiys- 
i-vtiy who ws« St mftn tbat knew 
j^aiAfiMr w<Al« and Wheii Plato wa6 
oM «aougli, Di-io-nys^ioiifi taa^ 
hitn gnoAttiar also. A laaiv iiai&Ml 
id^sto, *«i4m> (naae fr«m a pluft^ 
<ealted Argod/ ttttglit PiMo to ratf, 
td ride, <ta led^i and to igfht; wJbkli 
«re efllUd dtb*Ie4i6 exerokes, b#- 
ieaose tfa«y tsi^ft to Aiake pe»|)te 
Mrofig. At <i4^e tine PIa«o «tttdi6d 
iBttnch ft&e ttit of t>o«try> <^d of 
painttag^ and he -«mrte a pMin ; btft 
Mben hcf rtod tfase po^ns of Homer, 
fas tiivtight tbtm so* mttcb b«ttMr 
tinn list own {)0)ntt, that he ba^t 
it» awi^silid fae wiotild Write «b 
t^re poet)ty. Then he tfied' fo 
Ivnt4«pla7( btttbeliordhttrMidit 
io hiff lmi|di;i&in«t#llh 8w»«t^, 
c3 
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and iieard him teach wisdom/ which 
gav^ Plato so much more pleasure 
than poetry had done, tlmt he 
said he would study nothingalLhis 
life, but the wisdom which. Socrates 
taught.. Plato was twenty years 
,old when he firjst met with;SocrateSt 
japd he was a scholar %o S.Qcrates 
eight years. . During :that time, he 
qften made the other scfaakars, and 
simietimes Soorates liim^elC. angry, 
.by sayi]}g that Socrates had sakl 
:more than m reality he. did say. 
, Socrates' pupils used: to write 
down in the evening all they could 
remember of what he had taught 
,them in the course .of the day; 
.and when Socrates heard what 
jPlato had wirittjeoii fae..cried:out 
'^How mVKb does this young imM 
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PLATO. 19 

make • me say which I never 
thcmght.'" Plato loved his noAA- 
ter, Socrates, much; and when 
l$ocrat€|s was tried, he was sorry 
thai the judges would not let him 
say any thing in his defence. As 
Socrates w.as poor, and Plato was 
rich, Plato offered enoi^h money 
to buy him his life from the 
ju4ges who had said he must die; 
but Socrates declared, that h^s 
would not have money paid to 
save his life, when he knew that 
he h«d done nothing to deserve 
that it should be taken from him. 

Wh,en Sociiates died, all the wise 
SQyen who lived in Athens, were 
yery_nuicji i^fraid that the wicked 
men woidd,try to put them to deatl), 
W they had Awfi Socrates ; so they 
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20 ^LATO. 

all left Athens ; and Plato, who 
mourned for Socrates more iBad 
ttfly 6ne, Went/ to Megata, wliere;he 
aftay^dlit tbehoUde of a th^h named 
Euelidf n^ Wfitis one of tb« fii^C 
s^holam Soctat«d I]f<^; £udldV^M 
very kind to Plalo. Frotn Megarti, 
mato Went to Italy, where he talk^ 
a great deal with itonie Wi^ m^ 
Who had taken pkivH to kik&wev^ 
tking that ft Ie)irtxed man Aamed 
Pythagoras had said. Nb# Pyiha- 
|;t>ras wai^ ihe first {M^rsofifwho^fouttd 
dtit that syi^t^m of ihe faeavemt/ 
whiiihOopetiii^oshMstttiie declared 
to be the tni* ofte. The w^«* (Aen 
H*o lived irt1la?y were^iiatted, Etr- 
*y.tus, PhWo-latis, *Ad Ar-iAi-tas * 
they H^d at a'^itae* daltedl^Wft- 
twtt, ^d told' ftsto iAMni t ^eat 
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PLATO. 21 

laaay things besides the stars; and 
they also told him, that there was a 
province called Sais.in the country 
named Egypt, where a number of 
wise men lived ; and as Plato Uked 
to ieam every thing he could, from 
every wise man he heard of, h6 
snent'to Sais to.pay a visit to those 
wfao Jilted there* After having 
stoyed with them some time, aivi 
beard all they couldrsay to him,^h0 
then Mteftt to a place called Ey r^Eie, 
«id studied geomtetny under Theo- 
dbnifis^. Plato next went to, anodier 
iarge country, called Persia, to con* 
suit with the Mag^i, who were the 
wi«e.men.of Persia, smdhe medat 
loMve.gone from thence to the 
jBast Indies, and to have learned all 
be cobld about the Hindoos ; b^t 
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tbe people of that eottirtry Wero »l 
wftf, so he thbu^ht he had better n0% 
go ; tbi^reibrehe #ttttbadc to Itely 
to his fmndSy who lived in Teffc»«» 
turn; iknd laid 'by a stor^ of kaow* 
ladge^ which he mtettt to wriU in 
b^oks^ fbr th« good of all inen. 

Kow books in thote days w«i« 
not like our books ; p4bple had ti^ 
fow ^ the&i) beeauife thwe wete 
fidti at tbittta)6, « great tnany per^ 
s^s who had wf i^ten books^ 6t 
who Wished to read Uidm, add be^ 
eau^ it took laaehtkM 'add tfouMe 
to inske theaii The way bocics 
were ntade was thU : At that Utne 
pAl^er hud iiotbeeti tnade, aodpeo^ 
pie W6m obliged to write upoA 
^^hatever thdy could ; so, at fiwt, 
boo)cs were written on wood { ths 
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wood WQ8 cat into fine thin sUce^* 
and made ^ery amooth s^ shming. 
The writing was mad^i upon the bsurd 
woo4> with an if on pen» vhioh wai 
called a style ; but as it wa9 feund 
thatit took ai long time to make letteia 
and books in that way, Mme clevet 
warn thought of spreading ivaic ovey 
tiM wood, and that wax wsa easily 
written upon ; besides which, when 
the writer wanted to rub on tany thing 
whiehhad beeatbus written* the wax 
was easily wade amdoth^^and then it 
. was read y to be wikteii ufon agam. 
FTom Tat eiiimi^ Plato roturaed 
te Athens; and h« fatonght with 
1^ 80^ gteat a store ef kofiwt* 
llMlge> which he had gathered frpm 
eVttfy eoiintry be had passed 
throiaglu that he wished to OK^ke as 
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24 PLXTO. 

muth of it aft lie could, known t&^ 
his friends^ so he formed a school 
for his young : friends, of which' 
he was. the master. The ]^lace 
he made choice; of, to. keep it 
in, was • a public grove, . called the 
A*ca-de-my, becaude a man, named: 
He-ca-de*mus, had left it to the men 
of Athens to perform their cssercises 
in.' It was a large inclosed place/ 
with lofty plsme-trees in it ; . and a 
stream of water ran through ity 
which' naade it cool; and as^ tht» 
weather in Greece- is : usually .very^ 
warm, the water made the academy 
very refreshing. Plato gave a: 
large sum of money for a smaU spoti 
of ground withinthisinclosure, andl 
placed. over the door of. his school,/ 
" Let no one enter here who does; 
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m>t know geometry." This ne\r 
schDol soon became very famous: 
the youDg men from every quarter 
crowded to the academy^ and all 
the great and learned people of 
Athens went to hear Plato teach: 
even females, dressed in- men's 
clothes, went to hear him. Several 
of the states of Greece sent to Plato 
to bfeg him to come and teach their 
young men, as well as the young men 
of Athens : he did not go to any of 
them, but sent them laws and rules 
for keeping themselves in order. 

Plato being thought so Much of by 
everybody, made some silly people, 
who:lived in Athens, envious of him. 
Amongst these was an ill-datured 
man, named Diogenes. Plato liked^ 
i> 
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to bafo every tbtog i& his botiM 
Twy Bice, and was a yery kind and 
polite p^rsfHi. The floor of one of 
kin rooms vrw covered with tape»^ 
try ; and because Diogenes wished to 
tetwft Plato, he one diay when Plato 
bad invited bitn, with some other 
fri^wis, tQ dinoer, eame with very 
^ty fe«t.and said to Plato's friends, 
'^ I trample vpon th^ pride of 
Pteto." Upon wh)ch Plato turned to 
IMogenw, i^id «*id, " Yes, you do ; 
bwit is with greater pridt ." BesiAis 
beipg thought so nweb of by all the 
lfat»ed »eii who ^ved in those 
days, Pbrto gaine^ the esteem of 
matiy kingi Mid priiioes. He paid 
a yiait totho island <^ Slaily, whi«k 
in kt «h» M edit«rra«qaa st^, aod 
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tlkere id t tnotrtitaiti ill it natnid Blount 
iEtna, which is cdled a tblcano, 
tR^caliseit very ofteii mak^s atoftritl^ 
mine, atid then a qtiaQtity 5f liquid 
fire boreits from the top of it, and 
runs down the sides of the nioun*^ 
tain, btiming every thing it pasaei 
hear. This liquid fire is called lava» 
It Wat to take a survey o^ the island^ 
and lb observe the wondei^s 6f thi* 
iiiountaih, that Plato went tofi^icilyv 
One ofth6 towns in that island it 
called Syracuse, of whi^h a Wiati, 
named Dionyi^ms, wad the kin^. 
.While Plato lived in this ttfii^fli the 
brother-in-law 6f Dionysina, Who 
was called Dion, becaitee his p^ipil. 
Plato saw that Dion was Glever> 
&hd could be made good, but that 
he had been sppiled by living 
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ainong the pepple of Syracus^^ 
yrbo, were idle, * and speat tb^ir 
4ime ,ia eating, drinkiog, dres^ 
^vig and singing: and l)ionysiu3| 
their, king, was such a tyrant 
^moagst theip» that it made thepi 
nU eo^ards. I^ow Plato thought 
it ^ pity, that Dion should be like 
Jjb^m ; so he took Dion to. live ^witfi 
ihim, and taught him. how to spe^d 
Im time in learning and doing gpoc}, 
instead of being idle, which made 
Pion iK> very much better pleased 
.witi) himself, that he, greatly loved 
P}atQ;.and he thought to himself, if 
Plato could but teach. the king to ,be 
wise he would be no longer a ty- 
rant, the^ people would be no longer 
afraid, and we should all learn to 
be good and happy. So betook 
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grftat pains to hting VWo ktid ttlfe 
king together; and when at \tMht 
did so, Plato Said to tb6 king, I 
bate been ttf'mf^ to te&chDibn htm 
much tnore hap^ good people Atk 
than those who tire Idle, and iff to 
te^tse bB those Who com^ neat theitt; 
Kow« a^ Did^ysitis Was Vety fotld i^f 
tedding ere^ bbdy, ijm ttlalte' hiM 
vi«l7* hitgrfi st hfe said iff V^tH^ 
"What is it you mma, ^Vf,--^^mBt I 
{die? Db I )ov^ t6 t^asd people? t3« 
^t of lAy sight Meetly r t'henlM^'- 
ifiysiits tui'ned iokitd WA tttttnr Mir 
him, ftidkMtobitt, »Qoai)dUIH 
Pfato, far be hkamdla^i ^ifat !■ stt 
aot good;" WttifimmapMi 
Dion fiadmen >1«0 by tHrtf &rm 
bef5i4 th^^ Ki^ 'ftt)%«d '1^6kali, iOtd 
M({d t^blAy *• m^M i^n fif^ti 4CMMI 
D 3 
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mnn; DioBysius always kills those 
^Im> displeaae him." They ran to- 
gether to the sea-side, where, Ijy 
good fortune, they saw . a vessel 
just going to set sail for Greece. A 
jmaQ: named iPolUs, who had brought 
Ploaysius a message from a Greek 
town, called Sparta; was going back 
m this vessel. Dion asked PoUi^ 
jif be. would take Plato safe back 
to Greece, and Pollis said, yes; 
but the king heard of it before 
the ship had sailed; so he made 
Pollis promii^ that .he would. either 
kill Plato, or sell him for a slave 
on the passage, and be did sell him, 
at the islaad of ^gina. 
. Now the men of ^gina and the 
men of Athens were at war. It wait 
$Qjcm seen that Plato was not born 
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to be a islave. A good man, named 
Anicerras, found out who he iwa^, 
and paid eighty-^r pounds for 
him, as if buying him for himself, 
and then sent him back to Athens; 
and when the friends of Pkto offer- 
^ to pay Anicei:ras he said '* No ; 
I see no reason why the relations 
only Off Plato should be: allowed to 
serve him." After a little time, the 
whimsical .Dionysius repented of 
having ^treated Plato so ill ; so he 
sent to him to beg that he would 
come back again to Syracuse; but 
Platosaid, "Tell the king, the study 
of wisdom .finds me so ^rnuch em- 
ployment, that I. have not time to 
think of him." But Dion so much 
wishedto see Plato again, that at 
]^tM Wi^t, and bessaD to teach 
the SOP: of the kingy who was called 
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IMoaysins the YovAiger, aiid vrvt t<> 
be krag aftea* Dionysius the H^der 
diedc The king at first iMiiaved 
t«»y will to Pidto> bot \ras too Ul* 
nattirad to behave m Ibttg* ; atid^ W 
tease I^t«, he S0£ii ii« ^'miA DiM 
outoftW«(ilftitry, tttid sh.M Plsrtd 
up iii h» (Milade. Afitt he tAd k«pt 
bicd there some ti96ie, be i^eMt bits 
batk t» iitbene, telling bitn that 
ftt tbd end of tbe war, he would 
Mb«l fet Dtoa imd bim together* 
Thie prtftaiM tb6 kMg neV^r {>«r^ 
htftatd; fbn a» he Wte dot gdod^ 
]i«^ did Atet tfliitd Inredki&g bis Wofd< 
Afttr scMie tinie tb« ki«g p^^ayed 
Plate' t^o-' Mu«b to- tettirft to Um^ 
that at fcisit be- weot; aad tk#- 
Ung reeeived hitti itt gr«at isttiU^' 
iiid'fodi mmi^ » ^r^ fitt6 «hb#r^ 
io>\h» pakiee, b^iuM^ t«r;f' vwlf 
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to Plato, and keeping himself ia 
^ood temper. The king likewise 
gave to Plato ia quantity, of gold, 
;and great honours. Tlie people of 
:iSyracii6e were very glad to see 
:Plato again, for they hoped that he 
>wduld teach their king tp be wise ; 
'\)Vit Dionysius hadbeen so long cross 
i&nd wicked, that Plato could not 
inake him learn how to be good, nor 
did he ever become good*terapered 
^enoughto allow Plato's friend Dion 
to come to him at Syracuse with 
Plato. 

When Pteto found, that he could 
mot make Dionysius a better man, 
iiior do his people any good, he 
grew ttred 6f staying at Syracuse, 
although be was thought the 
^i^atest .man in Syracuse, for he 
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loved doiAggdodi better tboto bei^g 
called a great man: The kiQgi toa, 
f few tired of PlatQ ; so that when 
Plato asked leave to return tp 
Greece, tbo king was so glad, that 
be loaded bitn with Hcb: presents;; 
for he thought that ^hen Platd bad 
left jSyra<^«»^» thdre' would be no- 
body left wbd would tell hiiu When 
be did wrotig; sobe wsis very |;lad 
to bid Plato good fcye. Plato do w 
went back. t0 bis coudbry, tod to 
bis school : oD his wa^^ be paased 
throtigh Elis at the time the Olympic 
games tver* ^ing^ on, and every 
one showed bio^great raspeiet. He 
spent the last year of bis life un 
tea^^bing young peq))e how to be 
gopd. Having enjoyed very goed 
health^ and having been, because 
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hff W83 SO goody arery liap(>y mwi, 
lie At last disd in his owa garden. 
5to IwreA to beaighty years old. 
Hii was neTar married* nor had siiy 
ohildre&y so he left all hia ipimay 
to his friaad Adiamantus. . Plato 
was buried in his grova* The 
people of Athens mourned mwh 
&r bk losSf 8^t|Lt^a» an4 4JUs|rs 
were raised to his memory. His 
birth'^day was loag keptat a^t^al 
or holiday. His likeness k to this 
day to be seen in gems ; and his 
writings are lasting monuments of 
his genius and goodness. As for 
Dionysius, his ill temper tired all 
his friends, till at last not a creature 
loved him. Although he was very 
idle, he had a great wish to be 
thought clever, so he paid great 
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soms' of money to have the trs^dy^ 
prize at Athens ; and when he had 
gained it> was so mad with joy,» 
that he ^ate and drank more than he. 
ought, which killed him, and no> 
one was sorry when, they heard of: 
the death of Diony sins the tyrant ;: 
thus^ 

Leaniiiigy respect, and kindness, love witt^ 

gain; 
Whilst spleen, negleet, and sloth, con-^ 
tempt obtain. 
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,H£-ro-d6-tus was a man who 
wrote an account of the people call- 
ed Greeks ; he lived almost four 
hundred years before Christ was 
born, that is, more than one thou- 
sand twelve hundred years ago : he 
was born in si city named Ha-li-car- 
nass-us, which is in a country called 
Caria in Asia. His father's name 
was Lyxus, and his mother's Dryo. 
He-ro-do-tus loved learning much, 
because be hftd been told, that if 
he took pains to learn a great 
deal and well, a great number of 
persons would talk about him, and 
I 
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say, '' How good he must be to have 
taken so much pains to read and- 
write well.*' Now He-to-do-tus wish- 
ed very much that all persons who 
should ever hear of him, might also 
kiMrn tllttl he wai a great tnalOi : s^ 
Hfe tfaopght, for a long tkne, 
^< Whit he diould do, to )3e So^ era: iiiaimr 
^ Alii x^e Ike a^ t6 ttaie hEk <nm.'' 
At boBt he inaiie ^jup his Inirtd to 
^ite a history of t&i«6ee, -whidi^ 
«t the <3ine hut Kv^> **» A tefrj^ 
^tivtuexloii; Mid i^ien %e t^oiirglil; 
tbttt lali tlie men bf 6i«eee wogI^ 
lili:d%o hear aboirt t'htei^ oWhccmirt¥y^ 
n^ ^cmld talk nra«h <)f theina'h ^o^^ 
Void %hem^ mamy lteag« abeM tti 
H^tddAus lirft Halieamitsstis when 
<}uite ymihg, because the prifte# 
who reigned Qi^e^ the dl^,, m^ 
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Mrhose name wm Lyg-da*caii$, wibn 
fo cra^l a mao, that no one liked to 
live ia the Mme place witk tum ; so 
§v^ry body MTbo wis not forced te 
Uve in hi» city, left it Heroddtot 
Wi^iit first to an island called Samog^ 
vrhicb is in Ihe aea named tbe Medi* 
l^rranean i after staying there, and 
studying mnch for a few years, he 
went from that plaoe, and travelled a 
great deal, fie travelled over a large-' 
conntry, which is called J^ypt; 
vvfaidiisintfaepartoftbeworldiiaiMd 
Jkfrica^ of which he wrote a history;' 
and then he M^entallover Gr eecCt asd^ 
over another coontry, called Italy^ 
which is inEurope; andinhistravels»> 
he learned a great deal ab6nt all 
those, countries/ and about the men' 
who Tiyed ^nthem.-andthenhe went 
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bade again to the island of Samos, 
and there he wrote his most fatnons 
History, which he knew would cause 
him to be much spoken of. But 
he did not know how he should be 
able to let every one who lived in 
Gteece hear that he had written 
tliis History ; for he thoughtit would 
take up too much of his time to go 
into every city in Greece, and read 
it to the people : so, after thinking 
for some time, it came into his head* 
that at the Olympic games a great 
many people /met together from 
every city in Greece. Now the 
Olympic games were races, and 
different kinds of plays, performed 
by the Grecian men at the beginning 
of every fifth year, in honour of 
their god Jupiter. The place they 

Digitized by Google " 



HCRODOTU^ 41 

were held in, was called Elis. So 
luany men used to meet from 0?try 
)iart of Qreece, that the houses 
already built could not hold them 
qU ; so they built slight houses, and 
made bowers for the strangers to 
live in. While the games lasted. 
iojBtie played at wrestling, some 
With balls, and then they had horse** 
traces, and chariot- races. Those who 
wejie tbei Inost skilful in all these 
gameSf were called the victors, and 
had olive orovms given t6 them as 
rewards, and were, by all their 
friends, called clever fellows. To 
these ^;amei» Herodotus went^ and 
t€iok his History ^ and when the men 
bad met together, some from every 
city, be read bis History to them 
.ill; this made him more talked of 
E 3 
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than, any one of the victors at the 

games ; as the people who came 

from every city, and had heard it 

read, when they went back to their 

homes, told their friends of it : so 

that Herodotus had his wish ; for 

himself and his History were talked 

of all over Greece. Those who had 

seen this clever man, were glad; and 

those who had not, said, if they had 

not seen him, they had heard, his 

history of their own country.' He 

wrote nine books ; and in those nine 

books, he spoke of all the great 

events that had happened for a 

space of two hundred and forty 

years, from the reign of Cyrus,'the 

first king of Persia, to that' of 

Xerxes, who reigned at the time 

Herodotus jived. The names of the 
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nine muses, were given to his nine 
books; it is said they were so 
named at the Olympic games, where 
they were read, to do the man 
honour who had taken so much 
pains to write them. It has also 
been said, that Herodotus wrote the 
life of a man named Homer, who 
was the prince of the Greek poetsi 
Homer wrote a poem clilled the 
Iliad, and another called the 
Odyssey, which poems are still 
, read, and thought very^ fine ones. 
Homer wrote them in his own lan- 
guage, which was Greek. '- He was 
born eight hundred years before 
Christ: so long ago, that nothing 
certain is known of him^ except 
that he wrote the Iliad and the. 
Pdyssey. . t 
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Hip-iPo*€KA-TE« 18 the first ntid 
greatest doctor who is spoken of m 
history ; he lived two thousand two 
hundred years ago, that is, four 
hundred years before the birth of 
Christ : he was bom in the island 
4if Cos, which is in the Mediter- 
ranean sea; he is the first man w^ 
kn^w any thing of, who wrote any 
bocfes about phy&ic, ^nd the first 
who made- any ruled about it. His 
ftithet^s name wasHe^ra^ilirdes; he 
taught iAa son HippocMites to re^Kl; 
And) for the first year& of bis life, 
HippoDfates had ho other master 
than his father. When -he grew 
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iAder, he had for masters, a man 
named He-ro-di-cus, and another 
whose name was Gorgias, who was 
a great orator, and came from a place 
called Le-on-ti-nuin. It is said, by 
some people, that Hippocrates had 
another man fpr a master, whose 
name was De-mo-cri-tus, who lived 
in a place called Ab-de-ra. Hipjpo- 
crates took great pains to learn 
well every thing that his masters 
would teach him, but liked best to 
hear all he could about physic ; for 
he thought it must be very comfort* 
able to be able to tell those persons 
who are ill, how to get well again : 
so every book he could get, in 
which he could learn any thing of 
physic, he studied long and well ; 
for nothing can be learnt well, unless 
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tnmble is . ladktn in Idaniiog it« 
When bis ^tieroni mQth^r 4k^« 
be )e& hxs. owa cbUEtry^ aod trav^ir 
ted in almost every part a£ Cl^n^eicev 
c^litgp all the siak ptofile wti^itt k^ 
tnttwitK wbicb made tbe GreetfiiM 
talk BO mudi about him» that, M la^t^ 
Ferdieca^wM told of bis beto^ i«r 
skilful in cnTiog sick p€irion9» 
. Now P^rdiecas was at that iim^ 
king of a large country, caJlle4 
Marce^do-ai-a, and he was so 111 in » 
compkiiit called a deotine, thathiii 
friends did not fbaak b^t could five; 
so he.sentfor a doctor whadwekilt^ 
Greece, named Euryphin^ aiKl foir 
Hippo^ates. But as soon as Hip^ 
pocrates had oome to Perdi^ds^ 
^lad wattehed blm for ^ome ti^a^, be 
mip tb&t Perdicoa» would hot ikv 
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for Hiat he n^as only iU l>ecause he 
was 80 silly {ts to fVet because ncH 
body Gduld tell what it Waa he 
wanted, and be was loo croas to 
ttll tfaenn : and Hi()|)ocrafces Ibuad 
oat, that Pbtdiocas wauted k hdj 
MHed Philas, whom he loved mg^ 
mueh, to coaie iand Irve. trith faixfu 
Ste Uippoeratfes asied the tady 
i^ilaa to ofome; qnd whhn Asr- 
diwas j»0caite gaod4ftiyiperiBd^ ba 
44ock ^ivdlU Tfaasre'werein these 
da^aoifiie Tery ^ly ptopiis, i?rho 
li<^4n:tipl«P9«itted AbAeilL AnA^ 
iim^nd J^mociitm dieo Ut^ed^aMmg^ 
fhtesi fiet)^, ^i^ , bciehUK -Aof 
Ihi^hi Ahd^tky. ^m balled '>fih^ 

f%:iry wis^^'tiao, fopid Uadledrmdep 
llAi^ttdm <han«te AbAndtdb^Oad 
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they thought Democritos was mad: 
so they sent for Hippocrates to 
cure him of bis madness. But 
when Hippocrates saw Democritus, 
he found, that instead of being 
inad, he knew so much more than 
himself, that Hippocrates begged 
Democritus would teach him some 
of the many things that he knew. 
* People of a great many countries 
invited Hippocrates to come and 
cure their sick persons, but he could 
not visit them all. The king of a 
place called lUyria begged he would 
come to lUyria, and cure ;a great 
many of his people, who had the 
plague. Now the plague is a dread- 
ful fever, from which people never 
get well; and Hippocrates thought 
he hs^d better stay where he the« 
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was, which was at a place called 
. Athens, and try to keep the people 
who lived there from catching the 
plague, which, he. feared would be 
blown there with the wind, because 
the wind blew from lUyria to 
Atheps. He loved the Athenians 
very much, because they were a 
. learned and polite people;. and at 
last he became so fond of them, that 
he^ would not leave tbem* The king 
of Persia at that ; thne was cidled 
AMa-xerXrCs ; and although Persia 
was a great way from Adiens, 1^ 
sent w iiivite Hippocrates to come 
to Persia; and the kiag sent word, 
that if he would come, he should 
have as much money as he pleased : 
but HjfipOcrates loved to stay wiA 
the. Atbekfttns better thantago aad 

F 
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btilile the ki»g» of J*,eif«»a'f( money, sa 
\0 did jjpt ge; §<Hnie tinoe fifter 

to i^villiiil»# peOTrf§ ef th^AploM 
of CiCM^ierho n-one q4il}«d C^^>|«if^ i \ttit 
w Iitpft»i^rat(M idii 9M lHc0 ^o S99 

^uftfMl, |ki4^cMM§tedtI|($AlJbeQi««» 
S)f>t'<«>qi|«r«el «fi^ t^ Gmrmi mi 

iMttwriw Tib^;. penfile of AtHeik* 

9$o^ him.: dMiy «>9de^im* jfro^mHi 
•fiteor' ctj^, find fltfe Itiw. «)d bit 

AinefRMit «|»9d to .^9,|)f»9|^ i^f 
AAeof. iMec lm«9 juMie yewn 
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longer at Athens, he went to live 
in another of the Greek towns, call- 
ed Larissa, and m thM town he 
died* Some people say, he lived 
to be one hundred and nine years 
jqU. Hippoctttes^ wmto soverAl 
books on ^y^ IvkuKfaitidDe at dm 
4asBblt Mill r^; tiMl tihey' arB^6tiM 
JiiQugbt some ^ tile best that ioiw 
beda wnttttt on Ihe^ subjefitc 
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Apelles was a \^ry famous painter, 
i¥lio litred mietiiy hundred years ago : 
he was bom in the island of Cos, 
wihieh is in the Mediterranean sea. 
Apelles lived at the same time that 
Alexander the Great lived. Now 
Alexander the Great was a very 
famous king of a place called Mace- 
donia, which was a kingdom be- 
tween the countries of Greece and 
Turkey in Europe. Alexander was 
born three hundred and fifty-six 
years before Christ was born, that 
is, about two thousand one hundred 
and fifty years ago. In those days 
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Ihred * very eleT«r man, t^ileA 
Aristotle ; a great waboj of thit books 
ke wrote «re still readi The name 
of Alexander's faUier was PhUip, 
and he is known now by the jtome 
of Philip of Macedon. Philip wrote 
to Aristotle to beg he woi^ oome 
and make his s«o AJexander worthy 
<of his fisither, and worthy of Afo* 
«edoii. So Aristotle ^ent, HHd be* 
•came the tntoir of Alenmder, who 
was one of the gtettteat conqn«r«tr« 
:and heroes that ever ^ved. He be* 
^anae master of Gitice; of Pefaia, 
<if Egypt, of Libya* of Asitt MiiMnr> 
^ Syria, ofPboanicia, olP«le3linei 
•0S Babylonia, ohd of -part of the 
Indies and Tartary. New, thoae 
•ooumtries were, at the tiwie ^lex* 
aader^ved, almost idl the edwakries 
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which were known. So Alekan- 
der thought he had conquered 
almost the whole world ; and be was 
so fond of conquest, that he then 
cried, because there were no in'ore 
worlds for him to conquer. He 
meant to conquer all the countries 
that were then known ; but he was 
prevented from so doing by a fever; 
of which he died, when only thirty- 
three years old. And ^ how did 
Alexander become master of so 
many countries? why, by killing, or 
causing to be killed, thousands and 
tens of thousands of his fellbw-meh; 
Now,' no inan^ can become a very 
gr6at hero, unless he does the saine; 
so it has been said, and with great 
truth, that one good man is of more 
vahie than air the heroes that ever 
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did or ever will exist. Alexander 
wished to be known to all persons 
who should live after him, as well 
as by all those who lived at the 
same time that he did ; so that all 
those men who wrote about his 
conquests^ pleased him much, and, 
amongst others, Apelles was in 
high favour with him, because 
Alexander knew that Apelles could 
make, a picture of him, which would 
last many many years ; and Apelles 
did so* He drew Alexander hold- 
ing a thunderbolt in his hand, and 
the picture was so like this prince, 
and done with so much skill, that 
it used to be said, there were two 
Alexanders,onein*vin-ci-ble, theson 
,of Philip, theother in-im-i-ta-ble, the 
work of Apelles. The skill of 
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Apelles was so great, in maktfig bis 
pictures like the persons he4rew 
them for; that the character of tbe 
persons was as well se^i^ frc^the 
likenesses as from the p^aonis th^em- 
fielves, and he is one of the inost 
graceful of all paii^ters. 

Anotheiryery fampus painter lived 
at the same time that Apelle$ livedo 
who was called Pro-toge-nds. They 
were very good friends ; for ApeliM 
was too wisci and too w:^U taught; 
to be jealous of any one'd skilK The 
pencil of Apelle9 was so:fam'oui for 
£me liaesi that Protogenes fomid 
9ut» by a single line, that Af^eUes 
had been at his house. Now Pro* 
togenes lived at Rhodes, whieh is 
^so an island in the Mediterraneai^ 
s^. Apelifis had heard a gr^at (teal 
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of him, but had not s^en either his 
paintings or Protogenes himself; so 
Apelles sailed to Rhodes/ for the 
purpose of seeing both ; but when 
Apelles arrived at the house of 
Protogenes, he found no one at 
home, except an old woman, who 
had been left by her master, to take 
care of a large piece of canvas, 
which was fitted into a frame for 
painting. The old woman told 
Apelles that Protogenes was not at 
home, but that if he would tell her 
his name, she would tell her master, 
when he came back, of his having 
been at the house. <' Tell him,'' said 
Apelles, '' that the man who did 
this, came to see him :" at the same 
time, taking up a pencil, he drew ja 
very fine line upon the canvas. 
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When Protogette^ €atoe.bwA«t|* 

i>ld WoinEkil told him v^h^A had hf^p- 

jp6ned.; and al; soon as Protogoa^ 

jiook^d; 9t the cnnvaB, b^ aaid^ 

^' ApeUf4 ba^ boen hevej |bf npwi^ 

else could, have drc^WQ; ao fiqe f 

Uiie/' Protogjefteaj hfW€^Ter,.drft¥r 

a finer line of apothet coJchht,. Jludi 

»8 h^ yrii% goiajj awfiy^ hf told %k^ 

old wottiaii to show that liae: W 

Apelles, and to say> "The perd^a 

didthisi whom you cjamef to bee," 

Apelles $ooa caitd agaia, afid myt 

the line. He \^ou]d iK)t for sfaam^ 

that aay aae should draw fineo* liitoa 

than he hid done ;. ao» in a col^f 

differelit from either of the othori, 

he drew some lines so very .fina^ tbdt 

it was quite impossible fat finef 

strokes to be made. SoProtogeoes^ 
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-wbtn he saw them, cried oat, that 
** Apelles iwas the most wonderJVil 
man ^afive,"* and ran out of his 
house to the harbour to look for 
him ', aad he left the canvas with 
fhe' lines on it, to astonish future 
artists. Apelles was the first who 
Musefl the works of Protogenes to 
hye thought of value by the people 
who iived in Rhodes. He said, 
ftat, in some respects, Protogenes 
couta do fcetter than he; h^ut thfat 
he knew better than Protogenes 
wtien a picture was done : that 
Pirrtbgenes spoiled bis pictures by 
floing tM mueh to ^lem. • 

It was a custom with iLp43lles to 
j^ace his pictures where they might 
te *seeh''t)y every one,, and then he 
slobd t>ehind thiem> that h6 might 
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hear what was said by the people 
who looked at them. Hei once heard 
a shoemaker find fault with the s^i^- 
pers iu Qne of hi^ pictures : Apelles 
thought that a shoemaker might 
know more about slippers than he 
did; so he made the slippers as the 
shoemaker had said they ought tot 
have been made. But, on the day 
after, the man began to find fault 
with the leg; upon which Apelles 
looked o;ut from behind the pictures 
with some anger, and b^e him 
keep to his own province, *' Ne 
sutor ultra crepidam/' Alexander 
forbade any one besides Apelles tp 
paint his portrait ; VLOt that Alexan- 
d^was.a fine judge of painting, 
but his vanity cau^d him to cherish 
the fine arts. Whenever Alexaiider 
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did not appear to be pleased with 
the pictures done by Apeiles, 
Apelles always expressed his dis- 
appointment with great freedom. 
When Alexander went to see the 
picture of himself, which was at 
Ephesus, he did not praise it so 
much as it deserved ; but when a 
horse was brought in, it neighed at 
seeing the. horse in the picture, as 
though it had been a real horse; 
and then Apelles said to Alexander, 
''. O ! king, this horse seems to be 
a far better jndg^ of painting than 
you." The hprs^es Apelles. drew> 
mete more ihan once . mistaken for 
real ones by living horses,. w:bicti 
n^ghed whea they saw , the^ pic- 
tures.; Apelles.once painted a horM 
teturning from battle, and had $uc- 

G 
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ceeded to his wishes in painting it 
all vety well, except the foam from 
his mouth, which he wanted to paint 
of a bloody hue. Apelles tried 
atgain and again to paint it, but 
6ould not, which at last made him 
lose hi« patience ; and in vexation, 
he threw against the reins of 
the horse a sponge, which had 
many colours in it, a mixture of 
^vtrhicfa came out of the sponge, and 
made the foam just what Apelles 
wanted it tt> be. The works of 
Apelle/si were all admired; but the 
most famous were, the picture of 
Alexander with the tliunderbolt in 
6is hand, ^le fisger^ of wMeh ap^ 
]^dred quHe teal ones, and the 
thundeibolt to be out of the picture ; 
1^ another <^ Venus arising from 
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the Sea. This Venus was by all 
who lived at that time, thought to 
be the most beautiful" figure any 
pencil could make. The Roman 
poets, called Propertius and Ovid, 
praised it mucb^ aaid a Gteek poet^ 
wbo lived at a place ealled Siden^ 
and wbo&e naaHe was* Antipattt^ 
wtot^ these lines pa this beautiitil 
VeBUs:. 

'< Gh-aoefel as ftetti her iklitid MA fehe spitegt^ 

Venus, the labour of ApeHas^ view. 

With pressing htnd her humid lo^ks she 

wrings, . . • . . 

While from her tresses drips the frothy dew ; 
Ev'*n Juno and Minerva now declare, 
No longer we contend whose form*s most 

fair.*' 
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Lucius Anneas Seneca was a 
stoic, that is, a man who does not 
like money and fine clothes so 
well as learning, and trying to be 
content with whatever happens to 
him. Seneca was born about one 
thousand eight hundred years ago, 
that is, at the beginning of the 
Christian aera: he was born at a 
place called Corduba, which is in a 
country called Spain : his father's 
name was Marcus Anneas Seneca, 
who was famous for , being a very 
eloquent man : he had two sons be- 
sides Seneca, and the youngest of 

Digitized by Google 



SEHECA4 66 

them wad the father of 0/ tiiaa 
fiamed Luoao, who was a great 
poet While they were all children, 
the father todc them to Rome, 
where Seneca wad taught by the 
best masters. He was tatigbt elo* 
quence byhis father; but Seneca 
thought he should rather like to 
learn that wisdom which teaches 
inen how to maJce themselves useful 
to one another, and to write about 
it, than to learn to be eloquent : so 
he went to two men called Attalus 
and Sotion, who were both stoics } 
and he begged them to teach* biQi 
how to make himself useful to men ) 
whidi Attalus and Sotion did : for 
which Seneca was very grateful to 
them ; and in the books wtiicb.ho 
afterwards wrote^ Ixe, speaks mucll 
G 3 

Digitized by Google 



6ft SfiNECA. 

i^ their praide. ^hen Seneca was 
ybung, he traveled into a country 
cdled Egypt, and afterwards wrote 
some very exact and curious ac- 
counts of the Nile, which is a very 
femous river in Egyptv Travelling 
and learning all about countries and 
men, pleased Seneca much ; but his 
father thought that it would make 
him more known, and that he would 
get more money, if he tried to be- 
come eloquent, because he would 
then become one of the great men 
of Rome ; and it is said that Seneca 
did become consul. In the first 
year of the reign of the Roman em- 
peror Claudius, Seneca was falsely 
accused of great wickedness by the 
wife of Claudius, whose name was 
Messalina ; and IieTjeing thought to 
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l>e guilty^ was banished to the island 
of Corska, which is one of the prin- 
cipal islands in the Mediterranean 
sea. He lived eight years there ; and^ 
although he lived almost alone, he 
was happy, for he felt that he was 
good, although others had said that 
he was not so. He was never idle; 
He wrote many books while he was 
there, which he sent to his mother; 
who was named Helvia, and to his 
fiiend, who was called Polybius. 
About diis time, Meesalina, who was 
a very wicked woman, killed her- 
self, and Claudius then married 
Agrippina. Claudius had no child ; 
but Agrippina had a son called 
Nero, and she caused Ckiudius to 
adopt Nero as his own son. Agrip- 
pina knowing how wise and good 
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she cotild get him m a lutoi: to 
tier SOB Nero, that Bebeclt nki^bt 
make Nero wise and goodjikd him^ 
self : so Agrippina begged Claudius 
to recall Seneca from Cotsica^ 
which, Claudius allowed to be doAe4 
So Seneca became the . tutoF of 
Nero, and it was Seneca who wA* 
the cause of Nero's doting: so well 
$ar the first yetr& of bis reign : in 
at first Nero attended to whit Se« 
peca said to him, and^ whik he i£d 
so, as be koew he waJi acting right» 
Nero was happy, Itnd he ioved'Se^f 
neca muph. By the bounty of Nerd, 
Seneca grew so rich, that he waei 
equal in wealth with many kiagi^ : 
he had almost more villas or eoun% 
try seats thaOi he could county .and 
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his bouses and waH^s were the most 
fraad of any in Rome. He. had, 
besides, imm^suse sums ^^f money 
placed out at ipterest in almost 
every: part. of the world. An his* 
torian, called Dio, says, that So^ 
neca.had two hundred and fifty 
thousand pounds at interest in Bri- 
tain (alone, and Dio likewise siays 
that Seneca, taking that large sum 
.of money from Britain all at one 
time, .was the cause of. one of the 
wars between Britain and Rome. 
Now, the having so much money 
as Seneca had, and being taken, so 
much notice of by an emperor as 
Seneca was by Nero, would have 
made a great many men very proud 
and vain;: but Seneca.wasuot at 
jBtll so : he was ;very frugal and 
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{date in his manneTs; but^^ abore all» 
he was free from thoK Tide» of 
^ flattery and ambitioft^ which are so 
Diftefi found where pfitiMa are} jfor 
pritices are not more, but fire apt 
to be lesd, wise^ than other neo^ 
tnd tiiey are very ofte«i told tlnj 
are good, whea th^y aM iiot «t dH 
«<>; ft<n^ that la &ittery» Beaecii 
ioixee «aid to Nero, '* I «iromld i atfate 
4iffbi}d yoa by dpesdcing the tmtb^ 
^t&an please* you by lyihg and fla^ 
taty/* How well Seneba acted 
when he was Nero's tutor, may be 
Jcnewn from the firitfive years^cf 
Nero's reign ; for all that time he 
wa£i thought quite a pattern of k 
'good, emperor ; and if Nero had but 
been as attentive all his life to what 
S>eneca said to him, asi be was for 
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tke first five years of lu$ trngn^ Ner# 
would have been tb^ delight, in^- 
stead of what be became, the horror 
of mankind. Nero had two wicked 
persons at his court, samed P0pp«^ 
and T^gelinus : they g<)t th^ cool'- 
mand of Nero, by indulging him in 
every thing, which hnrried Ner^ 
into the greatest wickedness ; and 
then he grew weary of the sight of 
Seneca ; for every time he avw hiai:, 
it t>ut him in mind that he had once 
be^Ei good, and then he felt how 
«hocking^ it was to be wicked, after 
liavingfoeen^good.. But Nero haCd 
not courage to become good ag^in, 
so he thought he would not sae Set 
ile^a at ^\. Seneca soon fduftdl 
that Nero did not like himia w/etl 
as^K^ had done; and aa heww^oid 
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that some periods liad said to Nero; 
^'Seneca lises his riches^ to buy 
the love of your people from you/ 
Seneca made an offer of aU .his 
wealth to Nero, to show him that 
those people had said the thing which 
was not true. But Nero did not 
choose to accept the riches of Seae* 
ca; however, Seneca changed his 
way of living ; he did not see so 
many of his friends as he had been 
used to do, and very seldom ap* 
peared in public. Besides Senecai 
Nero had another tutor, named 
Africanus Burrhus : this man wai 
th^ manager of all Nero's warlike 
concerns, and Seneca bad the care 
of the affairs of the people at home. 
Nero first had Burrhus put an end 
to by poison ; and as Nero grew 
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more wicked^ he could still less 
bear to hear the name of Seneca ; 
90 he . tried to get a man named 
Cleonicus^ to give Seneca some 
poison; but this did not succeed. 

Some wicked persons about this 
time told Neto, that Seaeca was 
helping a man called Pisa to lay a 
plan for the killing Nero : though 
Nero knew this was not true, yet 
he was glad of the pretence for 
putting an end to Seneca* So he 
(Sent word to Seneca that he must 
die. But as Nero wished Seneca 
to be killed with as little pain as 
possible, he likewise sent wptd to 
him^ that he might choose in what 
i^y he would die<. So Seneca or- 
dered hi^ veins to be opened^ that 
he might bleed to^ death, ^epeca 

H 
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had a young wife, named Paulina, 
who loved Seneca so much, that 
she said she would die with him ; 
so she had her veins opened also ; 
which, when Nero heard, he desired 
that the blood might be stopped, 
for he was afraid of being called 
too cruel if he allowed the wife to 
die. So the blood of Paulina was 
stopped in time to save her from 
dying but she looked pale and poorly 
all the rest of her life. Seneca think- 
ing he was too long in dying, caused 
himself to be stifled with the steam 
of a warm bath. He died about 
the sixty-third year of his age, and 
in about the tenth of Nero's reign. 
The works of Seneca are w:ell 
known: he has written about a 
great many things, and among 
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Others on anger, good temper, a 
happy life, and living in retirement. 
Seneca's writings are very valuable, 
because he was so learned, and so 
good a man. 
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Nero Claudius CiESAR was theson 
of Caius Domitius Aheuobarbus and 
of Agrippina, who was the daughter 
of Germanicus : Nero was born at 
Rome, thirty-six years after the birth 
of Christ, that is, in the first cen- 
tury. Rome, in those days, was a 
most powerful empire, and the em- 
perors of it were richer than any 
men who then lived. Claudius 
was the name of the emperor who 
reigned when Nero was yqutig, 
Claudius married Agrippina, Nero's 
mother, and then he took Nero to 
live with him as his son, which is 
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called adoption. When Nero was 
young, he appeared kind and good 
to every one, for he had the good 
Seneca for his tutor, who took 
great pains to teach him to be 
good also. Four years after Clau- 
dius had adopted Nero, Claudius 
died, and then Nero became 
emperor of Rome. For the first 
few yesirs of his reign, Nero tried 
to make his Roman people happy, 
or appeared to try so to do: had 
he been really kind and good^ he 
could never have become so cruel 
as he did afterwards ; it was only 
while Seneca lived with Nero, that 
he was good. . In the first part of 
his reign, Nero had one day to sign 
his name to a list of men who were 
to sufier death) because they had 
H 3 

Digitized by Google 



been wicked. Nero Wcf-s so i&otty 
ibr them, iMt he cried out ^* Ofa# 
how much I wish that I had iieyer 
learned to write !" H^ did not like 
at that time to be told that what he 
did was right; and wh^n his friends 
told him that he Was very wise to 
behaye so kind and good to his 
people, Nero said to them " Do not 
praise me ^o miich> until I have 
done more good." But Nero did 
very little more good; he was not 
really good-tempered, nor did he 
try to become so ; and when peo- 
ple dkl any thing which made 
him angry, instead of asking them 
why they did it, or telling them, in 
a kind way, that they should. not 
have done it, he allowed himself to 
become more and more cross, till 
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he was moire like a tiger than a 
man. He would not do any thing 
that his mother desired, and at 
last he gbt into &k) great a pag- 
sioh, that he wi^ so very wicked 
18 to have her killed. When Nero 
had become so cruel, it made him 
so unhappy, that he did not like to 
think at all, nor could he bear to 
see his tutor Seneca, and that made 
him get worse. He wanted then 
to be ttdd he was good, because he 
knew himself to be so bad, that if 
he had thought what he really was, 
he could not have borae hims^f. 
Wbenerer any of hi^ fri^ada djd 
not dp exactly what he wished, he 
had them killed : he very oSts^ 
walked : about the streets of Rome 
all night, making a great riot, and 
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knocking down or beating any one 
who came in his way/ just to amuse 
himself; and one night he behaved 
so furiously, that he had very 
nearly got himself killed, which 
nobody would have been at all 
sorry for. Nero at last grew so 
vain, and so fond of praise, that 
he would pass whole days without 
eating, that he might be able to 
sing well, which he never could 
do, because his voice was very 
loud and hoarse. At one time he 
went to the Olympic games, on 
purpose to gain the prizes, for he 
knew himself to be so powerful 
that people would be afraid not to 
give then^ to him even though he 
could not win them. So he went ; 
and though he was really beat at 
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wrestling, the people were so tnestti 
and such cowards, or so much afraid 
of him, that they ga?e him the prize, 
and Nero went back to Rome with 
all the pomp and splendor of i 
great conqueror, drawn in a very 
fine chariot, and attended by a 
hand of musicians, actors, and 
siage»dancers, from every part 6f 
the empire. His friends were so 
much afraid of him, that the mo* 
ment he told any one to do a 
thing for him, in the same instant 
it was done^ till at last he began 
to think the whole world, and 
every one in it, were made for him 
alone: so that he did not care 
how wicked he becanie> His whole 
time was spent in seeking for 
amusement: he soon ^rew tired 
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of being praised, and then he began 
to amuse himself by killing his 
friends ; not even his wife could 
escape : her name was Octavia : 
Nero had her killed, and then he 
married one of his meanest cata* 
mites or slaves. 

Nero had heard of the burning of 
Troy. Now Troywas a city in Greece, 
femous many hundred years ago for 
the Trojan war, as it is called. The 
Trojan war, of all the wars we have 
heard of among the ancients, is the 
most famous. Homer, in his poem 
called the Hiad, has written a great 
deal about it. Troy was at last des^ 
I troyed by fire, and the distress of 

the people who lived in it was very 
great. Nero had heard of this dis- 
tress, and wished to see some like 
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it; so just to amuse himself, he 
was so very wicked, as to cause 
Rome to be set on fire in different 
places. The fire lasted nine days, 
and the misery caused by it was 
very great indeed : nothing was 
heard but the cries of mothers who 
had lost their children, and people 
who had lost their friends ; and it 
was this which gave pleasure to 
the hard-hearted Nero. He placed 
himself upon the top of a high 
tower, and he sung to his lyre, the 
burning of Troy. 

Nero found that his conduct so en- 
raged his Roman people, that his 
own life began to be in danger ; so he 
pretended to them that he had not 
caused the city to be set on fire, and 
that he was very sorry for it, and told 
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them that ha would build up their 
houses again, at his own expense. 
But he took the most care of hkoi- 
self, for he built himself a very fine 
palace, he called the palace his 
golden house : it was a very large 
place indeed, with everf thing in it 
that could be thought of to make it 
beautiful, — lakes^ woods, gardens, 
and orchards 

The entrance to this immense 
building could admit a large figure 
of the emperor^ which was one 
hundred and twenty feet high; 
the galleries were each a mile 
long, and the whole was covered 
with gold ; the roofs of the dining* 
halls were made to appear like 
&e sky, with all the stars in it, and 
irhich, afei well as being made to 

Digitized by Google 



NERO. ^ 85 

look very beautiful, were also made 
to turn round, and as they turned, to 
^shower down all sorts of perfomes 
and sweet waters. When l^is large 
"place was finished, Nero said, 
•' Now I can lodge like a man/' 

He tried inevery way how muehhe 
could waste. When he went a fish- 
ing, his nets were made of gold and 
silkr he never wore any of his 
clothes twice; and when he took a 
Voyage, he had a thousand servants 
to take care of his wardrobe. 
: At last the wickedness and waste of 
Nero «o roused the Roman people, 
that they would bear with him no 
longer : in every part of the em- 
pire people began to contrive, how 
they should kill and get rid of this 

monster. - A -man named Piso, 
I 
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had hoped to have beea able to put 
aa end to him, but a slave w^ho was 
in the secret, confessed it, and so 
Nero was that time saved ; but at 
last, a man named Galba, was so 
happy as to succeed. When 
Galba was told that his plot was 
known to Nero, and that his life 
was in danger, Galba said, *' No, it 
is not ; I am much more fit to be 
an emperor than Nero is. . I will 
be emperor, and he shall die:" and 
the Roman people all disliked 
Nero so much, that they s^id, 
'' Yes» Galba shall be our emperor, 
and Nero shall die !" They first said 
he should be punished by a very great 
whipping, and then thrown from 
a high rock, called the Ta^rpeian 
rock, which was the punishment 
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for the very w6rst of men. But when 
Nero he^rd of this, he was so much 
frightened, that he killed himself: 
he was then only thirty-two years 
of age, although he had done such 
a great number of wicked deeds. 

The Roman people rejoiced 
at his death, with very great joy : 
they knocked down all the statues 
Nero had raised, and killed many 
of his friends. The Romans 
had slaves, who, sometimes, for 
being good, were made freed*men ; 
and when they were made freed-men, 
they all wore one kind of cap, and 
this kind of cap all the Roman people 
wore when Nero died, to show that 
they had all escaped from slavery. 

Nero is always spoken of as 
•ne of the worst of men; he has 
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been called the common enemy and 
scourge of mankind ; and whenever 
a person wishes to describe a very 
unfeeling, cruel, or hard-hearted 
man> the worst possible tt^ng to be 
said of him is, that the man is likQ 
Nero. Nero ordered himself to be 
painted on canvas, a hundred and 
twenty feet high: it was done; and 
during the time the fire was burn- 
ing in Rome, this picture was 
placed in the most beautiful part of 
the gardens, and it was burnt by 
lightning. Idleness, vanity, and 
ill-temper, made Nero what he 
was— the worst of mankind. 
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PLUTARCH, 

Plutarch is a man who has made 
himself known to all ages by having 
written the lives of several great 
men : he was born at the time the 
Roman emperor Claudius reigned, 
which was about fifty years after 
Christ was born, that is, in the first 
century. 

Plutarch was born at a place 
called Cheronea, which was a small 
city in one of the Greek pro- 
vinces called Bo30tia: his father, 
and grandfather, and their fathers, 
had also lived at Cheronea. His 
grandfather, whose name was Sam- 
prias, was a very learned man, and 
i3 
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Plutarch, in his writings, often 
speaks of him : his father also was 
fond of study, so that, when quite 
young, Plutisirch wished to know a 
great deal, and become likei Iiis 
father and grandfather. 
, The country calted Egypt was at 
that time faitaous for learning ; and 
a man of that nation, who had learned 
Bfkd taught much^canie from thence, 
and lived at. a city called Athens, 
which was only a short lUstance 
from Cberonea. Now the men of 
Athens were very learned and po- 
lite. The name of this man who 
l|ad come from Egypt, was Ammo- 
nius, and. Plutarch was sent by his 
father to Athens, that he might 
learn all things which so famous a 

master as Ammonius could teach. 

) 
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Under tis care^ Plutarch ' gained 
much knowledge In every thing, 
except grammar: he never liked to 
learn either the Greek, which was 
bis own language, nor the Latin, 
which was the language of the 
Romans, and in those days used by 
the Greeks much more than French 
is now used by the English ; but as 
he did not like to study his grammar, 
be could not write well, even in bis 
<kwn tongue ; and the Latin he did 
not attend to at all, until he be- 
canie a man, when, as he went to 
live at Rome, he was foj^ced to learn 
it, which gave him much more trou- 
ble than would have been the case 
if he had learned tile language when 
he was a boy, nor could he ever 
learn it peVfectly. This has made 
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his books much less pleasant to read 
than they would have been» had he at- 
tended more to his grammar lessons. 

After having learnt what Ammo- 
n^us could teach him, Plutarch 
still wished to learn more ; and, as 
he could learn no more in his own 
country, he thought he would go 
into other countries to compare 
them with his own. 

In those days people were forced 
to learn more from what they heard 
and saw, than from what they read, 
because they had very few books ; 
and as there were at that time so 
manylearned men in Egypt, Plutarch 
went to that place to talk with and 
learn from them. He staid there some 
time, and then went back to Greece. 
When travelling, he stopped to 
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visit all the schools and wise men 
he came near, to gain from them 
any knowledge they were so kind 
as to give him ; and, since Plutarch 
was very fond of reading, he took 
great care of every book that was 
ever given to him ; ajid he found 
that hearing persons talk together, 
who knew more than himself, was 
as useftil to him as reading : so he 
always tried to remember every 
thing he ever heard any wise or learn- 
ed person say . Of all the wise men 
who had lived before Plutarch was 
born he liked Socrates andPlato b^st. 
Plutarch went to Sparta, which 
was a city in Greece, very famous 
for having laws quite different 
from other nations : these laws 
were made for the Spartans, by a 
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man named Lycurgus: it was to 
learn all about them that Plutarch 
visited Sparta. The Spartatis were 
a very hardy people, not so learned 
and polite as the men of Athens ; 
and from the men of Athens and 
the men of Sparta being so unlike 
each other, they were almost always 
quarrelling. After this, Plutarch 
went to live at Rome ; and then he 
much wished that he had tak^ 
more pains to learn his Latin 
grammar ; for as the people of Rome 
had heard before Plutarch went 
there, that he was a very clever 
man, so many men came to visit 
and to talk with him, that he had 
no time to learn at all. He was 
great friends with a man who lived 
there caljied Sossias Se-ne-cio, who 
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was a very good and kind person, 
for which all his friends and country- 
men loved him much. 

Plutarch is said to have been the 
tutor of Trajan, who became emperor 
of Rome while Plutarch lived there. 
This emperor had a great respect 
for Plutarch, because he knew so 
much, and gave him great honours. 
Now Trajan was a very good em- 
peror, and it has been said, that 
much of the happiness of his reign 
was owing to the wisdom and virtue 
of Plutarch. 

When he had lived many years 
at Rome, and began to grow old, 
Plutarch thought he should like 
to see his own country again;' 
so he went back, and the peo- 
ple of Cheronea were both glad 
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and proud that such a clever man 
belonged to their country. They 
made him their archon; or' chief 
man in Cheronea; and he lived to 
be seventy years old. The name of 
his wife was Timoxenat : she was a 
very good and kind woman ; and be^ 
cq.use she 'made PIutaTch happy, he 
loved her much. They had seteral 
children, two of them were sons, 
one called Plut&rch, after his father, 
and the other Samprias, after hi& 
grandfather. Samptias was the 
most clever of the two : he took 
great care of his father's books, and 
wrote as many of the good and wise 
things his father said, ai» he could 
remember. Plutarch had a nephew 
called Sextus Cheronea, who taught 
the learned Roman emperor Marcus 
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Aurelius the Greek tongue. The 
books that Plutarch wrote were 
lives of the Roman and Greek 
heroes/ and he compared the Greek 
and Roman heroes together. There 
i$ an air of goodness in all he wrote, 
because his wish was, that his book& 
might do good to all those persons 
who read them. He has also 
written some ^ooks on morals, but 
they have not been well translated 
into English. 
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Alfred the Great was a very- 
wise and good king of England. 
He lived many hundred years ago ; 
ten hundred, that is, one thousand : 
he was born at Wantage in Berk- 
shire. At the age of 21 he began 
his reign. At that time, a great 
many men from Denmark, called 
Danes, came to England, to fight 
for land to live on, which Alfred 
would not let them take, as it be- 
longed to him and to his English 
people. So he fought with them 
for a long time, in hopes of driving 
them away; but so many of the 
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Danes had got into the middle qf 
the country, that they became too 
strong for him. He then thought 
himself no more a king; ,and he 
went to live at the house . of a man 
who had kept his cattle. 

Whenhehadbeenhid about ayear, 
he was told that some of his English 
people had killed a great many 
Danes^ and had taken from them their 
flag, which, as long as the Danes 
could keep, always made them fight 
well. When Alfred heard this, he 
sent letters to all his captains, to 
tell them where he was, and to ask 
them to come and talk with him 
about what was best to be done. 

Before they had settled what^ 
to do, Alfred dressed himself 
like a harper ; and as the Danes 
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liked to hear him play upon the 
harp, they let him iiito their camp, 
where he played tunes to their 
princes ; and while he was doing so, 
he took exact notice of the manner 
in which the Danes defended them^ 
selres ; and finding them so idle as 
net to take proper care of their 
camp, he then went back to his 
captains, and told them to go home, 
and get as many men ready to fight 
as they could, and all to meet him 
again on a certain day at the great 
wood called Selwood, which is in 
Wiltshire, 

This they all did, with so little 
noise, that without the Danes 
hearing a word about it, Alfred, 
with a great army, fell upon them, 
and routed them : some fled 
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to defend themselves in a castle^ 
which they could not do; so he 
beat them all. 

Alfred was more kind to the 
Danes than they could have hoped 
for; he agreed to give up the 
county of Kent to those who would 
become Christians and good mea 
and .promise not to. fight him, or 
his English people again, nor let 
anymore men come from Denmark to 
fight, if they could help it. Alfred 
then caused a fleet of ships to 
be built: there had not been one 
in England before ; and this fleet 
sailed roiind the coast, to prevent 
any more Danes from landing. 
London was at that time a very 
small place: there had been so 
many quarrels about it, that there 
K 3 
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was not a house in it fit to lire in* 

Alfred took it from the Danea, and 

rebuilt it. , • 

r Soroe years after this, a great 

many more Danes landed, and Al« 

fred again fought with and beat them* 

The last three years pf his 

reign he lived in peace» and did a 

great deal of good to his English 

people, by making them quiet, and 

keeping them in order. He was 

one of the msest and best of the 

kings of England^. He first di-y i-ded 

England into parts called shires ; 

«' «nd he was so Ifiad and good to all 

people, that every body loved him. 

At the time AJfi-ed Jived, clocks 

had not been made ; but as he liked 

to know how mnch he could do in 

e\$ry day and every hour, he canaed 
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six wax candles to be made, each 
ftix inches long, and of as many 
ounces weight. Oh the candles the 
inches were marked : he found that 
one of them just burnt four hours ; 
80. he gave them to the man who 
kept his chapel toxtake care of, and 
told him to say, from time to time, 
how the hours went; but, as in 
windy weather the candles burnt 
too fast, he had horn lanthorns 
made to put them in : no glass had 
been made in England at that time. 
When Alfred lived, so few people 
knew how to read, that he was 
twelve years old before any one 
could be found who could teach 
him the al-pha-bet ; not being able 
to read, had often made him so sad 
and tired, that he fourfded a school 
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at Oxford to teach others to read. 
This school is now very famous 
and is called a U-ni-ver-si-ty. 
Though Alfred was so old before he 
knew how to read, he wrote a great 
many books, that his English people 
might have pleasure in reading them 
when he was dead. When fifty 
years old, he died, and was buried 
at Winchester. 
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Ci^AUDius Galen^ in Latin Ga- 
lenus, was the most skilful of all 
the doctors of a large country called 
Greece, which country some hun- 
dred years ago was very famous for 
the people who lived there, whd 
were very learned and warlike, and 
took great pains to make themselves 
very wise, which caused them to 
foe thought a great nation : they 
were called Grecians, and many of 
them were so skilled in cutting 
men, women, and all kinds of 
figures, out of blocks of marble, 
that some of the figures which were 
cut many hundred years ago, arc 
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still taken care of; and whenever 
any of the figures are founds they 
are thought* great treasures : many 
are now in England. Now cutting 
figures out of stone is called sculp- 
ture. Galen was one of the most 
clever of all the learned Grecians : 
he was bom about sixteen hundred 
years ago, that is, in the second 
century, at a place called Pergamtrs, 
which is in Lesser Asia. His fatheir 
was a man of large fortune, and of 
great learning : he had read a great* 
many books, had taken great pains 
to know about the stars, and to 
think with great care on the best . 
manner of doing every thing : he 
had also, thought much on the best 
method of building, which is called 
ar-chi-tec-ture. 
Galen's father taught him the first 
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parts of most branches of learning, 
and when he grew bigger, got for him 
the best masters he could find to as* 
sist him to make himself perfect in 
what he had begun to learn, and to 
teach him eloquence also. 

When Galen had studied every 
branch of learning for some 
years, he thought that of all the 
studies that he had tried, he 
should like to go on best with 
physic, and fixed on becoming a 
doctor. He then studied for a long 
time the works of the learned doctor 
Hip-po-cra-tes who had lived so long 
before him, and at last ; by his in- 
dustry, he had learnt every thing 
which could be learnt in his own 
country. He then thought he would 
travel, that he might be able to talk 
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with the doctors of other countriei;, 
s^nd see, if he cdiild gain aay more 
knowledge from them, and that he 
might also be able to see and know 
the use which was made df every 
plant and drug in the countries- 
that he passed through, where 
plants and drugs were to be found* 
He first went to A-lex-an-dria, 
which was the most famous city 
in Egypt; and then he went to 
a place called Cilicia and passed 
through Palestine which is a place 
that afterwards became famous 
for a great many battles having^ 
been fought there, for the purpose 
of making the Turks Chris- 
tians^: these battles are called the 
Crusades. Gal^n then sailed to 
the islands of Crete and Cyprus, 
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which are in the Me-di-ter-ra-ne-an 
sea, and then sailed twice to ai place 
called Lemnos^ where there was % 
certain kind of earth much used for 
physic, and thought very useful: 
so he went there to examine thia 
^arth. The balm of Gilead, too, was 
much used as a me-di-cine : it was 
a plant, and grew in Lower Tyria ; 
and to gain a complete knowledge 
of this, he went to that place, where 
he learnt as much as he wished 
about it, and then went back again 
to Pergamus. He staid at that 
place for four years, curing sick 
people, and his great skill quite 
surprised his countrymen. But, 
about that time, some of his coun* 
trymeii grew very quarrelsome; and 
as lie did not find it pleasant to 8e# 
I* 
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people quarrel and fight, be woujid 
not stay amongfit them to cure their 
»ick people ai^y longer ; so he went 
to Rome, andat tbatplace he ciito4 
$it^k persoQs so fast, that all the 
dobtc^^ who lived there began to 
he /afraid he trould leave tfaem no 
aick people to cure; ^o they teased 
him, tall they Hiade bim leave the 
eity^ ttfter hnviiig lived there five 
yeai^Sv; and ha weiit ^ack to 
Pefgamus, in hopes of finding his 
Crrecrian countrymen allt good friends 
ageiin. But he had not been long 
c^home, be forethe Roman enqperorsg 
who yrerfe ioalled Aurelius and 
Yefus, begged hiii^ to return to 
Rome : ^o he went again to Rome, 
tod lived -th^re until the en^perorai 
4iiedi After thisy he went back tohis^ 
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own country, and liv^d there antil he 
was seventy years old, wben he died-l 

He wrote^ it is said> as many as two 
hundred Greek books, of which 
a great many were burnt when the 
temple^ called the Temple of Peace, 
was burnt : some of the books were 
saved, and printed in five volumes, 
at a place named Basil, about the six- 
teenth century,and they were printed 
in seven volumes at a place called 
Venice in the seventeenth century. 

Galen says of himself that he 
was, when young, very weak and 
delicate in health; but that by 
his great skill in physic, and by 
taking great care not to eat any 
thing that made him at all ill, 
he lived to a great age. It was his 
maxim always *' to rise from table 
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a little hungry.'' He is thought to 
have been the greatest doctor 
amongst the ancients after Hip-po- 
cra*tes ; and no doubt he was so, 
from his curing so many sick people. 
Those who lived in his days, said he 
was sent to them from Heaven. 
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Ghris-to-pher Co-lum-bus made 
himself famous by being the first 
man in our quarter of the world 
who found out A-me-ri-ca, which, 
although it is called a quarter, forms 
nearly half of our globe. He was 
born in Piedmont, which is in' Italy, 
in the fifteenth century, but the exact 
time is not known. His father was 
a wool-comber, and when Columbug 
was a boy, he worked at the wool 
with his father; but, from having 
been, often at sea, he thouglit h^ 
Should like to be a sailor, that he 
might sail all round the World. He' 
L 3 
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thought if he could learn a great 
deal about the stars, they might 
help him to find his way over the 
sea ; so he read all the books he 
could get about the stars, and he 
studied figures ; also he learnt to 
draw, that he might be able to 
draw, in a correct manner, all the 
coasts he sailed round, and ishow if 
they were flat or round. 

He sailed to a great many distant 
places in different parts of the world, 
until he began tothink thatthere must 
be a very large country in the other 
part of the world, which nobody at 
that time knew any thing about. 
His reasons for thinking so were, 
that in the first place he had gained 
a knowledge of the figure of the 
earth being round. Europe, Asia' 



d by Google 



COLUMBUS. 115 

and Africa were the only parts of 
the world at that time known, and 
they form but a small part of the 
globe. Columbus thought it was 
not very probable that one half of 
the globe should be land, and the 
other only water; if so, he con- 
cluded the part that had land, would 
be too heavy for the other part ; and 
besides this, a man from Portugal, 
whose business was, to steer ships 
for people, which is called being a 
pilot, had steered a vessel much 
farther to the west than any ship 
had sailed before, and he had taken 
up from the sea a piece of timber, 
very curiously carved ; and as the 
wind was blowing from the west at 
the time, it made the pilot suppose 
that the wood came from the west ; 
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and a brother-in-law of Columbus 
had, from the same quarter, met 
with very large canes, which ap- 
peared like those that had been 
described by an historian called 
Ptolemy, as only growing in the 
East Indies ; and at one time the 
bodies of two men, with very strange 
features, such as had not at that 
dme been seen by the people of 
Europe or Afric?i, were cast upon 
the coast of the Azores, which are 
islands in the Atlantic ocean, called 
also the Western islands, Another 
reason was, that Columbus thought 
or hoped, that it was possible to 
find a passage to the East Indies by 
sailing westward. 

This design of his was founded 
upon a mistake of the geographers 
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t)f those days, who placed the 
eastern parts of Asia an immeuse 
distance too far to the eastward. 

Columbus had sailed for seve- 
ral years with a famous sea cap- 
tain of his own name and family; 
and as the people of Venice and the 
people of Genoa were at that time 
at war^ the ship he was in had 
several battles with the Venetians^ 
in one of which battles, the ship 
Columbus was in took fire. Co- 
lumbus threw himself into the sea, 
and laid hold of a floating oar, by 
the help of which, and his being a 
good swimmer, he reached the shore, 
though it was six miles distant. 

After this, Columbus went to 
Lisbon, which is in Portugal, and hd 
there married a daughter of Barthor 
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hnnew Peuestrello, who was one of 
the captains employed by Henry, 
prince of that country, and who had 
found out and planted the islands 
of Porto Santo and Madeira, and by 
tMs marriage Columbus became the 
possessor of the valuable charts and 
journals of his wife's father Peres- 
trello: these charts and journals gave 
Columbus a new desire to sail in 
search of unknown lands. 

Columbus first applied to his own 
countrymen, the people of Genoa, for 
ships ; but they called his plan of 
findingnew lands a dream, and would 
not hear any thing about it. He 
next went to king John the 2nd, who 
at that time reigned in Portugal, to 
talk to him about it: thekinglistened 
to what Columbus said with great 
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pleasure, and told him to gQ taaman 
called Diego Ortiez, who was a 
bishop,, and totwoother^^ wito ware 
Jewish' physicians, and who had all 
taken great pains in studying the 
geogr£^hy of those days 4 but these 
men thought that the best way of g^- 
ing tolhe East Indies was exactly op« 
posite to the one Columbus wished 
tp -try ; but they advised the king to 
fit out a vesseU without Columbm 
knowing any thing about it, and Sbo 
send it the way Columbus had 
pointed out^ then they thought tf 
new landjs were found, they should 
have the credit of finding them^ 
The king was ao unwise, and so 
mean, as to act in the. false way -his 
advisers had proposed ; but thepikxt 
that the bishop 'Chose to fulfil thi^ 
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design of Columbus^ had neither 
Ae genius nor courage of Colum- 
bus. When contrary winds arose, 
which they soon did, and no land ap- 
peared, his courage failed, and he 
went back to Lisbon in a very 
short time, abusing those who sent 
him, and calling the project a very 
dangerous one, and quite absurd. 

When Columbus found out this 
dishonourable action, he directly left 
Portugal, and went to the king and 
queen of Spain, who were called 
Ferdinand and Isabella ; and Co- 
himbus also sent his brother toHenry 
the seventh, the king who reigned 
in England at that time. 

Now, Henry was thought to be one 
oCthe wisest and richest princes in 
Europe : he listened to the proposal 
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ifi^ith some approbation, and Golunt- 
bus set out on his way to England ; 
but, before he had gone far, he was 
sent for by Isabella, who had, in the 
mean time,heard a gooddeal in favour 
of Columbus from a man named Juan 
Perez,and Isabella wished to giveCo- 
lumbus the ships he wanted ; but 
her husband Ferdinand thought the' 
project too ridiculous. However, he 
said Columbus might consult with 
his ministers about it, and Ferdinand 
bad the address to employ for that 
purpose the very men that he knew 
were the most against it, as they 
were those that had before been 
talked to about it. To the sjprprise 
of these men, Columbus was just 
as certain of success then as he 
had been when he spoke to them 
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before, aad lie iosigted upon the 
same reward for hif^ seryiceB. He 
3ftid tkat he must h^ve ft ainall fleet 
fitted out;^ ^ which ^e wa$ to have 
the entire command^ and that they 
imM mak^ htm f erp^tuai admiral^ 
and rice-roy of all the new lauds 
aad 9eas which he should fiud, and 
that they should allow him to have 
ohei'^eiith of the profits whichshould 
ttiae from theoi ; and he said hewould 
{my dile^ghthoT the expense ; and 
tiMt if he failed ia his design of 
fiifediiig new lands, that he would 
ha\^ nothing. These d^nand« 
.Ferdimnd and Isabella thought too 
large, so they broke of the treaty^ 
and Ookimb&s ^m again going to 
fasave Spain; but Isabella was very 
ambitious of hating some new 
lands, so she again sent to Colum- 
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biHi, attd a treaity. was signed wHfit 
him in the tsam^ of ^ April mthe 
year one thousand foui^ hundred 
tod nhssty^two!, kt wiiidk Columbus 
WW aHowed t&hate wlmthe wamedl 
But Ferdmaud woalduMftgreetioit; 
so isabelbipaid all theei^ieiise^ and 
settled, that as^ her tubjeetS) the 
pecq)te of Castile, would bear the 
expenee^ they only should have the 
prc^tSy whatever they might be. 

So, after having beea eight yeara 
trying to get these ships, Columbus 
at last sucoeeded in obtqimug three : 
the largest was named the Santa 
Afouia: hehimself commanded it,tuit 
it was still a very small vessel ; and 
the others were called thePinta and 
the Nigna : they were not muoh 
larger than good-sized beats, and he 
had only ninety men altogether* 
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aiid the whole expense of the outfit 
amounted to no moi:e thanfourthou*- 
sand pounds, 

Columbujs wa$ a good madv und 
he did not like to leave his owa 
country without praying for the 
blessing of Heavign on his voyage : 
80 himself, and all the person^ undef 
his command, went in a procession 
to the monastery or church of 
Rabida, where they prayed for sue* 
cess, and Juan Perez who was 
greatly their friend, with them« 

The next mornings which was 
on: the third of August, in the 
year one thousand four hundred 
und ninety-two^ Columbus set sail 
a little before sun-rise : a very great 
crowd of people met to see .them 
depart/ and the crowd cheered, and 
prayed for their success, though v^ry 
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few earpected they could have atiy: 
Cohuabus ftteered ts far as 
the Canary Islands, and tlisre they 
fofuid the ships wese very crazy 
ones, and the meai begaa to gram* 
bte at going they knew notwhere^ 
m bad ships. But Cohimbus got 
them refitted ; to6k in fresh food, 
add told his ineii to be of gc>od 
heart, and they would soon be re- 
warded by the sight of new lands. 
Thid made them content again, and 
they departed from Oomera, which 
is one of the most westeiiy islands, 
on the sixth day of September^ 
From thence, Odumbus sailed dve 
west, wfaieh was quite ft d^reiiC 
way from any that had been tried 
before^ so qtiite unknown. 'Thefest 
d^y > as it was yery dilm, lAey went a* 

M 3 
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very short vi^ay, but the next day 
they lost sight of the Canary Is* 
lands : the hearts of his sailors then 
began to fail them : they beat their 
breasts, and cried very much, for 
they thought they should never see 
land any more. Columbus com-^ 
forted them, by telling them that 
they surely would, and meet with 
great riches; besides, Columbus 
attended to every thing that passed 
with the greatest care ; he only aU 
lowed himself a few hours sleep^ 
and all the rest of the time, he was 
upon the deck. The line for 
sounding the depth of the sea,, 
and the instrument for observa-^ 
tion, were almost always in hi& 
hands : he watched the tides and 
c^urrents, and the flight of birds. 
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the appearance of fishes, and of 
sea- weeds, and of every thing that 
£oated upop the waves ; and every 
thing he saw, however trifling, bet 
wrote in his journal. Columbus 
thought that the men would be 
quite frightened, if they knew how 
great the distance they went was ;: 
so he pretended to them that it 
w^s much less than it really was. 
Intendays, they were six hundred 
miles further from land than any 
Spaniard had ever been before. 
When they had got thus far, they 
were struck with an appearance 
quite new, and which quite alarmed 
the men. The magnetic needle in 
their compasses, which had before 
pointed direct to the polar star 
then began to point more toward* 
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tbe westt tbe oam^ of this ba^ 
nev^r yet been found out, but to it 
has beto so long knowDi nobody is 
no^swprUeddt it$ but then, when 
90 Air ftom their hotne and friends, 
send in a boundless unknown ocean, 
the magnets whioh they took yith 
titkemj always pointing one way, 
appeared to them as the only thing 
whioh could be a guide to them, be- 
oauae they never changed; and now, 
this thcur only guide, appeared as if 
going to fail tbem. Oalumbus invent- 
ed a rea^nllMf this, whioh satisfied 
tite men; but he oould not think of 
aby thing 1»^hioh at alUatisified him- 
self. He still continued to steer due 
west: in this course they came with- 
in the sphere of the Winds called the 
trade winds, which, it is now fbiTiid, 
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ate always met with between the 
tropics, and for a few degrefes be- 
yoad them, and they always blow 
from east to west. 

When they h^id gone about six 
Jiu^dred mUes further^ the sea was 
^o covered with weeds, that it looked 
jlike a large meadow ; and in some 
places they were so thick as to 
prevent the vessels from sailing 
^o fafit 9^ they had done. The sai- 
lors now began to think that they 
had come to the utmost boundary 
of the navigable ocean, and that 
these weeds hid some large tract 
of land> which had sunk in that 
place, they knew not how* C07 
lumbus tried to persuade them that 
it was a sign of land being near, 
and just at the time a brisk gale 
sprung up, and several birds, which 
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wer6( ft>tf»d the dbip, Hew towa^di 
tlie wMt; thk radioed the spitita ef 
the criftw n little^ and they ^kgiiia 
went on. The first of CfetiAet/ Oo^ 
lumbus teefconed th^t fh^ Were 
%W6 Huymtnd three burred «tt4 
fifty riiilei v^&t df the Canaries | 
hut he pretended to his men that 
they were i>nly one thousand seveii 
hundred and My, nor had the pi- 
lots that they had with them^ 
toough skill to find oat that 
deceit. 

They had dow been more than 
thre6 weeks at sea; and tfaenieia> 
from havings v&ty link to do> and 
not having seen any birds, or any 
thing to amuse tbeni for someday^^ 
grew ktipatient, and began to talk 
amongst eistch other of makitlg-G<eH 
lumbtts take them back ; for they 
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were quite tire4 of seeing onlysea^ 
mi oo Iwd. Tj^e oncers jomed 
wiih the .$iiilors« sbA ^1 W9» tminU. 
CDliimbits tibougM t1?»iw )ie could 
BO longer consiaid^ it was ^fsielesf 
to try to cheex or soothe my mpre ; 
so he told ^m, ib»t if, they WfmH 
hepsiiBnt fpr 1l»?^ days MJy« if 
&ey didQot by tkU time #ee l«2d» 
he would go .b^ek wMl) th^m jt^ 
^tuiu; Him t|»0 moo thoiiight xear 
sonable, so they we»e pafcient. Co^ 
lumbtts now haz(i?diBd pwoh ia ajl* 
lowing himseU' s9 ^ort a t^c;* but 
htf thought jiunself qtiite sure of 
me&tmg wi^lfuid alsKWt directly^ 
finr the muudiug-line had for some 
days reached Jthe bottom; theire had 
been more floaks of birds tha.n 
uBuai and \» bad iseenJand fowltis 

Digitized by Google 



132 COLUMBUS. 

well as sea ones. The crew of the 
Pinta had seen a cane newly cut, 
and likewise a piece of timber cu- 
riously carved, and the sailors of 
the Nigna took up the branch of a 
tree, with red berries quite fresh, 
a^d the air was more mild and warm. 
From all thesfe signs Colum- 
bus was so sure of seeing land 
the next morning, that he, on the 
eve of the eleventh of October, after 
having had public prayers for suc- 
cess, ordered the sails to be furled, 
and a strict watch to be kept, for 
fear they should in the night be 
driven ashore. During this time 
of suspense and expectation, no 
man shut his eyes : all kept upon 
deck, gazing intently towards the 
part they hoped to discover the 
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land which they had so long been 
anxious to see. About two hours 
before midnight, Columbus saw a 
light, and pointed it out to Pedro 
Guttierez, who was a page of the 
queen's wardrobe. Guttierez saw 
it, and called to an officer, named 
Salcedo ; all three saw it in motion, 
as if it were carried from place to 
place. A little after midnight, the 
joyful sound of*' Land ! land !" was 
heard from the Pinta, which always 
had kept before the other ships. 
The men, from having been several 
times deceived, would not believe 
it, until the morning, when from 
every ship, an island was seen, 
about six miles to the north, the 
^fields of which were green, well 
stored with wood, and watered 

K 
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wkb P»uy riTiiibts. The ctevr ot 
«li» Pioto iostfttuly began to swg a 
kyma to ibtm'k God far their sos^ 
(seHa, aod ihe craws of tlw fi^et 
ahtp« joiaed Ibem. Wit^ Ae9lf» eif 
j#y, tii^y it|M^ theeMr tbews«](?99 ji^ 
]t}^ fpet <^ Colombia, t» wJojq^ 
hjus pw4oiii<v ^m mstftp^^j >i«4 
gpi^g fr^m <)i»9 fjxtrWBke jto ^Jie rJ^i^, 
ih?y aaft«4 tw a hi?i» 9ent ^im 

jtowAT^s tibuBMl»p4 withifipJofipi.^jsr 
^ vraj^like musip, j;^ fOl thf 
jpwByp tfeey eovlicl. >l^e^)(^y/^Qja^ 

J^ of peoplQ, ^hpwM^tJie grei^tesjt 

mx^ -pf wfipder j^ ^elije^t. 
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t^oliimbtls wa» the fifvt slan 
from Burope who set fodt on Amfi* 
rica: he knded In a; riclt Anw^ 
with a naked swotd in his hlmdl: his 
Inen followect^ and kneeling dewn^ 
they all kiseed the $tomidi wliie& 
thirir Idngixlg eyes bfad m long^ bdeh 
Btminedto see* They nesit raised 
i cfneifiz^ wtxA pTostrating thetti^ 
selves before it^ tetuniedtbanh& to 
Ghod fo(V theiv safe arrival on thist new 
woiM^ This isknid was one of-thi 
Bahama islands, aod Coltttnbusgate 
it the iiam^of Sau Salvador/ and he 
took pdssefisibn of it for Ferdittfltid 
hndlsabelky The people thought the 
fipiniards Were m^eh from Heaven, 
tmd their gane^ al^ they had never 
heard any before, they tboiq^hC the 
im^0 they made was thisnd^<. 
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Columbus then set sail for 
Spain, and after having met witb 
many dangers from tempests, ar« 
rived at the port of Palos, on the 
fifteenth of March, one thousand 
£6ur hundred and ninety*three« 
As soon as the people of Palos saw 
the ship coming, they ran to the 
shore, and received Columbus with 
great honours. The king and queen 
were at Barcelona; they ordered 
Columbus to be brought to them 
directly; they received him dressed 
in their royal robes, and seated on 
a very fine throne. When he came 
near to them, they stood up, and 
raised him as he kneeled to kiss 
their, hands, and told him to sit 
down upon a chair, which had been 
placed for him, and to give them 
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an ai^cduiit of his voyage ; wfaicb 
Cdlumbtrfedid^ with nitiob modesty $ 
and wfaea h(s had dcue^ the king 
and queen knelt do#a^ and thioiked 
Goi for m gnat a discovety « Ev'ery 
possible mbrk of iiocioor wds' shown 
to ColtioibuSi Kb was naadfe admi-^ 
raly and his family liiade noble^ iHA 
a fteet rsAdi leady to go in qneitof 
waste couiliries^ 

Id a sieoDd Voyage n^atty new 
ishuada Were fottlid : Jaitoica wali^ 
one of ibeill ; ted iA the thirds 
be saw what he had so long 
hopfed tfi findi the great iEioiith«- 
em continent of Anief ica^ He ilrst 
saw it neaf the mo«th of the rivet 
Onmdol»H on the first day df AU* 
gust, one tbousarid foulrhvinAred a^ 
ninety-eight i ihe' year befofo thi% 
N 3 
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the northern continent had been 
first seen by Sebastian Cabot^ who 
was in the service of Henry the 
seventh, king of England. 

By this dme some envious persons 
in Spain began to speak ill of Column- 
bus to the king and queen, and som& 
of the persons who went out with Co- 
lumbus behaved ill ; and/ to screen, 
themselves, they said it was be- 
cause Columbus behaved cruel to 
tiiem. So the king sent a man 
named Francis de Bovadilla to 
inquire into the conduct of Co- 
lumbus; and he sent Columbus: 
back to Spain in chains ; but Co- 
himbus soon made it plain to the 
king that what the ill-natured per* 
sons had said of him was untrue. 
So the king then let him go again, 
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and seek for more lands ; and after a 
great many perils by land and by 
water, he came back again to Spain^ 
where he enjoyed his honours three 
or four years, and then died. He 
was buried^ by the king's order in 
the cathedral at Seville, and these 
lines were cut oni hi& tomb :— ^ " 

Columbus gave Castile and 
Leon a new wdtld. 

Columbus had a son, named Fer- 
dinand, who wrote the life of his 
father. Ferdinand became a monk, 
and, when he died, he left to the 
church of Seville a library, which 
is to this day called the Columbine 
library. 
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ittMHrhofaT^ his itaite to A^^nir- 
li-ca i by ao imi^^ hd wiskt^ it to 
be thought ihat he was the first 
man who ftfuad the edbtinent of 
Ainericay instead of Oi»lumbus; but 
he was nustaken, for as no one likes 
those persons who dp not fpea)& tbe 
truth^,whe]pever itissaid th^t Aim- 
riqa was called after Aiperioos^ it 
is added^ but it was first found hf 
Columbus; so that, instead of gain^ 
ing what he wished, the fame of 
being the first man who saw the 
continent of America, Americu3 
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has only made bimsielf kndwQ by 
liaviag tried to deceive people. ' He 
yfTBB bom at a place called Florence^ 
in the middle of the fifte^tk- 
century. When quite young, he 
was very fond of being at sea, mA 
^ways took great notice of everyi 
^laoehe was at, and every coast 
Jiie sailed round. He also found 
much pleasure in figures. When 
he was first told of Columbus having 
found the West Indies, he very- 
much wished that it had been himsdf 
who had found them, instead of 
Columbus. Had Americus not hew 
selfish^ he would have been glad 
when he heard of the success of Co* 
lumbus ; but instead of feeling glad- 
, nessy he felt sorry that people did not 
talk of him instead of Columbus. 
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Jit bsli he wkhdd so mvnti 
U had bMii OohhidtalBy llml fail 
tkoi^ be wdakl^ t(rbe likeluar? 
t» be ^nt to ebe kin^ of Bip^imi^ 
and begged he wonldikbdluiiiiMpsy 
da Ik had done tt Cdlo^bus, tknt 
he Bogfat alser find wdutoito taod*^ 
9tt the kisf lefat him four (hifte, attdb 
^tUi these h^ saiM firottt Ctdisfey 
ifHisH is one of the seanpo^t ttfwmi 
jtoi SpifiK; and i&»t hating soilaDl 
westwaittibr Bo&etidte, he osm^ 
W the Q«mi4 of VaM* where Gkh 
lunibas: had beeii bdforcy akkd'sattid 
aH along the weAt mAay htmdteS 
Aulesy as for as Miiicoy and in ibttat 
ii y^ar tad a half 'vrtoli bsolil agaia t«r 
S]p«in; He did Ml say that Gts^ 
hmhiniiad not. first seen the Wes| 
Jndie»> hut h6 said that \» had hi«»^ 
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fiilf first jffiML^theeontineiit of Ame- 
fwa ; and itmadea^reat many ^f t^e 
J^Miards flrery angry tlHit Am^rieiia 
jsjboM^ itttye toU such aa lurtitttlh. 

iVjbottt a yioar after Alu8» tlie 
fcmg and iqnoea iigwp leAt Aime- 
ftbua £ix ships, aupd witii Clies^ 
lie jaalk4 i^ Itie AatiUa idaads. 
Mid ropvd a ^aat part ,of the >coa«t 
jaf idle icoaftmrnt of Amc^ioa, itad 
/Kama iiadi in ^abdiitja iyear aoda^alf 
Ao Qadtfu tdagis^ widi Jiim many 
fmrifxm stcmes,; and iotber thiaga 
^om America, whi^the Spaskvda 
4ad jmA before seen. BiM; as 4i^ 
jBpaaiards /were not f)ka8ed virUk 
ddm, .tiiey did apt behave kiad to 
Jam, And ilhis yexad him much. 

iFhen.the king of Portugal heard 
ithQi, and ioC tfake naimber x)fi»iuntriaa 
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that Americus had sailed to, he 
thought be should like to have some 
new. countries found for him to reign 
over, as well as the king of Spain : 
sOfhe invited Americus to take a sail 
for him, and gave him the command 
of three ships, in which he sailed 
from a place called Lisbon, which is 
in Portugal, the year after, just the 
|)egiiuiing of the sixteenth century*. 
He first sailed down the coast of 
Africa, which is another quarter of 
the world, and! the coast of Angokt^ 
which is in Asia, and that is another 
quarter of the world : he then cross- 
ed over to the coast of America^ 
and found Brazil, and he was the 
first person who did find Brasdl* 
Columbus had not been there. 
Americus then sailed back again 
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fb ^e «oaM of Africa, and from 
thence to Lii^^bon^ after bavmg been 
absent aboilif a year alnd a half. 
The king of Portugal was Inu^k 
pleased with Americud for h&ving 
found this new 4and for him 
and cansed six ships to be notade 
ready for him to g^ and find 
more new land. Ameriens safled 
along the coast of America to the 
south, for many hundred miles, and 
meant to have found a new way 
back, but the winds being very 
much against him, he was kept for 
five months on one coast, and as be 
had only taken with him. food foi^ 
twenty months, he began to be 
afraid of being without fobd, so he 
w^nt back to Portugalthe same 
way he came. He lived about 
o 
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twelve years after this, aud 4ied 
at the islaad of Tercera. 

Americus wrote some very pleas^ 
ing accounts of his four voyages, 
and what he related of the people 
who lived in America, was very 
amusing, because they were so un- 
like any thing which had been heard 
of before* 

The king of Portugal caused some 
remains of the Victory, which was 
the name of the ship Americus sailed 
in,, to be carried to the cathedral in 
Lisbon, and kept there, as a re- 
membrance of the voyages of Ame- 
ricus Vesputiusv 



d by Google 



< 1*7 ) 
COPERNICUS. 



Nicolas Gopeenicus was the first 
after Pyth»gorias, who said, that 
our earth turned round on its own 
axis, and that it also went round 
the sun. He was born at Thorn in 
Prussia, about three hundred y^ars 
ago, that is, in the fifteenth cen-tu- 
ry. He was- taught Latin and Greek 
in his own country when a boy, 
and was then sent by his friends 
to a place called Cracovia, to 
learn other things: he was very 
ibnd of reading and figures^., and 
when he was a few years older 
he made figures his study ; he also 
]earnt to paint, and by the help of 
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a looking-glass, made a very good 
picture of himself; his reason for 
learning to paint was, that, as heT 
meant to travel a great deal, he 
thought he should be better able to 
describe the places he went to se«^ 
if he could make pictures of them^ 
as well an write about them* , 

When he was twenty-three years 
old he went to Italy; in his way he 
staid for some time at a place called: 
BoDoilia, with a man called Domini 
Maria, who knew a great deal about 
the stars, and from him learnt 
more about them : he then went to 
Rome, where he was called a very 
great man, because he had taken 
so much pains to learn the science 
of figures, and a great many people 
came to him, that he might teach 
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them what he knew about figures. 

Some years after, he returned to 
his own country, and was made one 
of the canons of the church. He 
then took very great pains, indeed, 
to learn how the sun, mopYi, earth, 
and stars, moved. Before his time, 
people were not certain if the sun 
Went round the earth, or if the 
earth went round the sun. He read 
all the books which had been 
written on the heavenly bodies by^ 
men who lived long before he did, 
ai)d he studied them much : no sys- 
tem pleased him so well ai that 
which had been made by Py-tha- 
go-ras, which placed the sun in the 
centre, and the planets and the 
earth to revolve round him. 

The great knowledge Coperuicus 
o3 

Digitized by Google 



150 COPERNICUS. 

had gained of figures, enabled hun 
to construct tables of the motions of 
the planets : he began to write upon 
the system of Py-tha-go-ras when 
he was thirty-five years old, and 
after twenty years spent in apply- 
ing his skill in figures to the study 
of the planets, for telescopes at that 
time were not known, he made his 
scheme perfect, and brought into 
use that system of the world which 
now goes by his name, and is i^ 
ceived by most nations*. 

After having spent so many years: 
in making this scheme periSpct, he 
was afraid to publish it because 
cSBtscB might be taken at it by 
the people who lived at that 
time, as they were very igno- 
nmt, and understood very little 
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of figures, or the motions of 
the planets, so he thought they 
would laugh at him. At length 
however his friends became so 
urgent for it to be made public, and 
telling him that they would be at 
the expense of it, that he allowed 
it to be done, in a book which he 
had written, the name of which was 
the Revolutions of the Ce-les-ti->al 
Orbs. But, Copernicus only lived 
long enough to see a Qopy of hit 
book, not to hear any thing that 
was said of it by any -one but his 
friendst He lived to be seventy 
years old. 
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Galileo, known by the title of 
Linceus, was another man, who, 
by gaining much knowledge of 
figures, became a great as-tro-no- 
mer, and he is also famous for 
having been the first man who made 
telescopes. He was the son of a 
hobleman, and born at a place in 
Italy called Florence, about ninety 
years aft6r Copernicus was born, 
that is, in the sixteenth cen-tu-ry. 

He was heir to a very large 
fortune, which perhaps was the 
reason that his friends did not take 
care to provide him with proper 
masters: they thought, perhaps, 
that, as he had money enough^ he 
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aei^notl^urii: butbedTiddotthMk 
^o; for he studied with so inucb 
^u»try, ^at he became as perfiact 
$s if he had had maay masters, 

Hi9 father^ Viiicetizo Galileo^ 
played well upon the lute, and hud 
some skill in figures. Galileo made 
bims^ master of both music and 
figures. The study of figures b&« 
eame the sole yiew and business of 
his life. When tired with study, 
then music refreshed him* 

Galileo did not ask any one how he 
oijight to begin the study of figures, 
as he learnt from hi^ reading that 
the best beginning of the science waa 
to study £u-clid's Elements: so he 
began with reading that book, and 
then went on by reading all ^t had 
been written on the subject. He 
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wrote a book on the benefit that may 
be gained from mechanics, and some 
other books ; (in one of which he 
taught how to makethe balance, and 
how to find the proportions of alloy or 
mixed metals). At Padua, in honour 
ofhis great learning, he was made one 
of the masters in the Uni-ver-sity 
which they have in that place. 
While he was master at Padua, he 
went from thence to pay a visit at 
Venice, which place was at that 
time famous for the art of making 
glass. While there, he was told 
that a man who lived in a place 
called Holland, had made a glass, 
through which very distant objects 
could be seen as clear as if they 
were near at hand : this notice was 
enough for Galileo; he was always 
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thinking how could this glass have 
been made ? what I wonder can be 
the shape of it ? till at length he 
could not rest without making one 
like it; and, without having seen 
the glass made in Holland, he invent* 
ed the te-le-scope ; and as it became 
easy for him to see a great deal of the 
stars by the help of the telescope^ he 
soon found out a great many stars 
which no one had been known to see 
before. He found put four of 
Jupiter's satellites, or moons, which 
moons he called the Medicean ^tars^ 
or planetS) in honour of Cosmo the 
second, he being one of the Medici 
family, and who was at that time 
grand duke of Tuscany. 

Coi^ao sent for Galileo, to come 
fromPadua to aplac^ calledPisa,that 
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Ckxstao might; make him master of 
figunes at Pisa, and gave him like- 
wise, as a reward, a large sum of 
mon^y, and socm after Cosmo in- 
vited Galileo to Rbreftce where 
Gofmo lived, and gave him the post 
and titie of chief master of figures. 
' 'The year after this he fouiKt 
out apme spots in the sun v^ich he 
rnadk ptihlic, and he likewise saidy 
fbat flie Oo-per-ni-can system wai^ 
the true one. This alarmed liome 
people who were called Jesuits, 
and who at that time were the spies 
of the Pope ; and ttiejesuits feaned, 
thai if I9ie woifkii ^ Galileo were 
ttiade public, people n^ht thivik 
that he was Biere clever than the 
Pope. Nbw the Pope, at that 
tm^e, had mer^ power than any 
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xnm ttliTttyfor^^^mraU Eutope «tety 
fai^dy attended very moeh io wlurt 
iie told them, aztd these J^guit^ 
eaiised Gaiaieo t6 be put ia prii^oto^ 
Hfitil he woukl declare diit^wbiit 
he had heforo said about the uwk 
$ttd atots was &be : and to get out 
of pdfison^ OaUleo said Ifait lA was 
so : hui he did not fed[7>lGa8ed wiih 
himself at having told n ifithehood^ 
evfen to get Juosself out of pmoiu 
Bd^ some tittle after, h^ again Huide 
t^ inrth pidxlic : which put ibt 
fesuits into soigread^a rage^lAial: thaif 
not^aaly pvt Un iafo pBrison agsda^ 
batlbey iNttrnt his booiks^ andmadB 
liim Air threeyeara say ence^el W49ek 
seven fon^ lessons* He £mA ten 
years after tUs ; seven of whidi he 
employed in iniprorarg \ai tdb* 

F 

Digitized by Google 



168 QALILZO. 

scope: but» by looking, through it 
80 much, and very often out in the 
night air, he became blind. This 
however did not make him lesB 
cheerful : he employed himself as 
usual in thinking a great deal, and 
began to dictate more books, but 
was taken ill, and in three months he 
died ; but,not until he had reached his 
seveiity-eighth year* He took great 
delight in sculpture and painting,be<* 
sides playing so well on the lute ; and 
when: he was in the country, he 
found great pleasure in farming, and 
in gardening* He was very pleasing 
in his manners, and spoke in a kind 
way to all his friends. Many of 
his books are preserved, and have 
been translated into English. Ga- 
lileo also invented barometers. 
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NEWTON.' 

Sir Isaac Newtok was one of 
the most learned men, and better 
skilled in figures, than any body who 
has ever lived. Now a great know- 
ledge of figures, is called mathe^ 
matics. Sir Isaac Newton was the 
only child of a Mr. John Newton, 
who lived at a place called Coles* 
worth, which is in one of the coun* 
ties of England called Lincolnshire. 
Mr. Newton had an estate of about 
a hundred and twenty pounds a 
year, which he cultivated hiinself. 
His son Isaac was born at Grant- 
ham, on the Christmas-day of the 
year one thousand six hundred and 
forty-two, which is about one hun* 
dred and sevenl!|)Niine years ago. 

Digitized by Google 



160 j^EiWtoK:^ 

Isaac Newtbn^s father died when his 
son was very yooiig^ After her 
husband's death, Mrs. Newton, by 
the advice of her brother,Mr. Askew, 
who was a clergyman, put Iftaae to 
school at Granthaoa* 

When Isaac had finished Ids 
school Btadies, his mothei took him 
home, and meant, as $he had no 
other child, to have the pkasnrs 
pf his company, and that be 
should manage their tittle estate, as' 
his father had done. But his uncle; 
Mh Askew, found, out^ that his 
n^hew employed himself in a very 
different manner from that of attend* 
ingtoth€ farm; for his mind w«/^ 
wholly occupied with learning: and 
one day his uncle found him in a 
hay-loft, woricing a mathematical 
problem. He thought it a pity, 
that a boy, whqfwas so fond of 

Digit zed by Google 



KEM^TOir. 16t 

learning should be made a farmer j 
so he prevailed upon his mother to 
send him to Trinity^-coUege in Gam- 
bridge, where Mr. Askew had many 
friends, as he had himself been there. 

Isaac had not been there long, 
before he was taken notice of 
by Dr. Isaac Barrow, who sooii 
found out his bright genius, and 
felt a great friendship for him. 

Isaac was very industrious, and 
learnt more of mathematics in ^ 
few years, than many persons could 
have learnt in a whole life. He 
found out much in the science 
that had never been known be* 
fore, and, when he was twenty- 
seven years old. Dr. Barrow, who 
was the master of mathematics at 
the university of Cambridge, gave 
up that plaice, and Isaac Newton was 
chosen for the master ofmathematicii 
p 3 
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in tb0 miiyersity of Cambridge, in-" 
«|ea4 of Dr. 1^9xrowi 

Newton read, wrote, «b4 studied 
for sereial hour? 9nry <J«if . Be* 
fow bo was twoot^ibuf y ww «4d. 
lie bi4 in bis own «uji4 ^riood two 
of the bwksi b9 wrot?, onQpf wWob 
i» (;alle4 th^ *< Frincipia,* ^4 tb^ 
other " Opti«9." 1a the eciienoe of 
Optics, Newmon fowd out so puob* 
that be i» eometioie^ said to be the 
father or fowde? of it, Qptics 
means that scienoe which teacbe* 
W the many w<md?rfnl pitveri^ ol 
light and «ifht 

Newton was Tfry patient and very 
i9d)i9trioqs; wbatev^ir be did, h* 
wovld always do weU ; iwr did b« 
9V» bow mveb tiste h» ^pentia d^- 
ing it, ^ thai atliwitit was welldonet 
Wbenbemetwitbwiytbingeitherin . 
bookfioi:figttf6»,ibatb»iiidRfltfttfii«t 
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iio4erst8Dd, he. never \wA it aside ; 
if it were figures, be thought on- it 
9gm and again, mtil he felt, thftt 
he under»too4. it? o?, if it were a 
book, he read it over and over until 
what at fint ai^eaxed too diiicult 
fpif him over to know, at last be^ 
uawe^qttitfteMytoJttm, Bythiapa- 
tidoce and thought, Newton made 
•0 many difcoreries* that he if 
known as one of tho most wonderAil 
men that ever iived. It was the fall- 
ing of aome apptet ftbm a tree* 
that first Mib him thiiik on ^ 
power of gravity, or that attraction 
wbiebuBbetweqiithe^iirthaodevery 
lihing tfeAft is upon it : aj(tf r )»mt 
«Mn iJM api^i ^* be refl«9t^d 
npon the oaw« <rf tJwir domg so 
for some time;, and as tjw power 
is not at all li^sen^ at tiie 
ipreatest po6sit|e ^stance from tiie 
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centre of the earth to which we cati 
rise, it appeared lo him very rea- 
sonable to conclude, that it must 
extend much farther than was 
usually thought. 

This train of thinking and en- 
quiry,gaire rise to Newton's writing 
a book, the name of which was 
** Mathematical Principles of Na- 
tural Philosophy;" and this is 
one of the most wonderful books 
that ever any body wrote. The 
same year in which this great work 
Was published, Newton became a 
very warm defender of the univer- 
sity of Cambridge, as it was at- 
tacked that year by James the 
second, and he was chqsen a mem- 
ber of parliament for the university. 

About eight years after, a Mr. 
Montague, who at that time had 
power with the king, obtained from 
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him far Newton, tliA offioe of war- 
den of the MiBty in which place 
Kewton w» of Tery great service^ 
when the money was calkd m te 
1^ recoined* Three years after he 
was made mast^ of the Mifit^ by 
which he acquked a great deaJ of 
money, and this situation he held 
for the rest of his life. 

Zn the year one thousand seyea 
hundred and fire, he was knighted by 
queen Anne. About this time I19 
wrote and published twomore books, 
and many of his letters wereUkewise 
published. When George the first 
came to be king, Newtqm warbet^ 
ter known at oourt than he had 
been before. The princess of Wales^ 
who was afterwards queen^oonsort 
of England, used very often to ask 
Newton questions, and to say that 
she thought herself happy to live 
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at the same time with w learned 
a man, and to have the pleasure 
of talking with and gaining in- 
jstruction from him« 

Newton had written a treatise on 
ancient chroiK)logyj which is a word 
formedfrom two Greek ones^ cbrano9 
tim« and logos a word or discourse, so 
its meaning is a discourse about 
time. He did not intend to have 
made this work public, but the 
princess begged him to. let her have 
a copy of it, and that if he did she 
would never afterwards ps^rt with it. 
However, a copy of it afterwards got 
abroad, and was .carried to France, 
where it was translated and printed 
with some remarks, which were 
afterwards answered by Newton. 

When Newton read, he always 
made notes on the books as he 
read them, and in these notes 
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ttianyof the subjects which were 
treated of are much improved. 
When Newton's book on natural 
philosophy first came' out, it did 
not meet with all the applause it 
deserved, and that it was one day 
to receive ; but at last, when its 
real worth became knowi^^ theap^ 
probation which had been so slowly 
gained, M* de Fontenelle says, be* 
came universal, and nothing was to 
be heard from all quarters, but one 
general shout of admiifation. A 
French marquis, called de I'Hopital, 
who lived at that time, and who was a 
verygreatMathematician,used tosay 
to theEnglish people whovisited him, 
** Does Newton eat, drink,; or sleep, 
like other men ? he appears to me 
more as acelestial geniusthan a man/? 
With all this ^ immense learn- 
ing, Newton was one of the kindest 
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and bttst of itten; his temper is 
sbkl to have faeea so mild, that bo* 
thing; naM dbluib it. He hftdT ft 
fittie<«log he called IMambnd^ ^d 
tee day> Newt^n^beihf called frtna 
bis istaidy xdIo Ihfe nttt rodra> Dm* 
mond vms Isft behJHicl/aBd whea 
bis master nmmo back, bff feiAd 
that the dcg had Okbum « lighiled 
eaadJe "Sktmn wudu^ boUb id in 
. papers, wfaidi^faadheea wodoag 
atfor^ieara^ tfiese imceiil ftMaetf 
aiid ahnost Immt to ^ahies. Ne«^ 
ttmoottld fkot blQf>e tio fetrie«« his 
lose, for bei was not Hbeft ve^ yomig, 
yet without slrikli^ iit h&lug at aU 
in a paSstoQ %itb bb <dbg» be oialy 
said to hiittt " trii, Odiam0tid> IKa- 
Hnmd' ! tieoa little ktaosrsst tine raia-i 
blhdef thavfaast doneJ*' 

NfinrtoftitrasiagreatlovJsvofpeWse,. 
be had ijuiito a inarspr o€ bftTing 
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^s^tes of ^lAf kittd withaifiy ofte^ 
Bh poW^ Off iMtiieltvg; mA m^Kti 
(hat M%ett hie had onw fiiteAluB' 
attention on any -MbjiKet, hQ icb<d4 
T«»tttite bttoadily thiiJ^g «in&t> with-' 
6tit%1fowihg t>Uier liuMglrts to eom« 
lntt> hi« httbd, indddi frequently 
hat>tye(Mtd iJ^Mk^ pcfsiMw itdiD domtt 
Cake pomib tt> Kiank wdL This deep 
atldnti«n, so pMniUalrtoNewioB,^^* 
a gHMit hiif>|Fit]iess to tent ; land di^* 
^ttttisbe fotndibroka thi» attttntimi^ 
tlfti^rd «wdc from Mm port of ktt 
liwt>f»iii«is«^ jJNio tvDwIer tfacth, ttath^ 
fa«d sagi«tttai ^tik^ 10 d^attttion. 
When Kl^widft tttA Ktty «a'titt«- 
UttEtteal ptohtem in Mb ailnd» te 
«o«ihl fiot bo pwii^od wpM ti 
quit<i«:%kdhmeirwaB oiftoii Have 
hbitfn yoady (Ebr %iitt %>efeA:e hb ^e^akl 
be >row!glit «i> tins «abte; aiidlii*, 
«a«B 6«rvaM «tail> Hhsit hiis mMtieit 
a 
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often begin to dress himself and sat 
with'One leg dressed and the other 
not,^ for some hours before he could 
get his clothes on. 

Now if a man of a common under- 
standing were to apply himself to 
study as Newton did^ he would not 
be able to think or attend to any thing 
else ; if any one spoke to him while 
he was in deep thought, he would be 
aogry, and say, " why am I inter- 
rupted ? all the pains I have been 
taking are useless, because my aV 
tention has been turned from what 
I was $0 deeply thinking upon/' Buti 
this was not the case with Newton ; 
on the contrary, he could lay aside 
his thoughts though engaged in the 
most intricate studies, to attend, if 
requisite, to any affairs, however 
trifling they might be : and , when 
he was again at leisure^ he would 
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resume the study of his subject, 
just at the point he had left off. 

Many of the improvements he 
made in mathematics may be under- 
stood from a work of Mr. Joyce's, 
• named " Scientii&c Dialogues/* 

Newton spent the prime of his age 
in abstruse researches. But, as soon 
as he was removed to theMint, heap* 
plied himself chiefly to the business 
of that office. His modesty as far 
exceeded that of other men as his 
learning did : he never talked of him* 
self, nor ever behaved in such a 
manner as to give the most ill-natured 
persons the least occasion to suspect 
bim of vanity. He was candid and 
affable, and always, when in com- 
pany with others, behaved as if 
they were all his equals. He never 
thought, that his merit (though it was 
so great) was sufficient to excusehim 
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fromaoy of tke comiooodiikiie&Qf Ufe ;^ 

«Ofd ii^ thought »9 m«» ^eFe|(^be 

^Amidst thft gK^a^ v^kty q£ 
books w)uq)|i be ba4 ^way^t 1^$,-^ 
^Dir^ hXWsi he: smdifid^ n<m@ so 
«9tw^ 119 the BiWei l»^<?aH9e hfit 
found, tl»t i9Qr9 W^ ha,ppio#$* 
««iild b^lwtmt from tU|.t, th^|ifr<)» 
wy feoek h9 had ever iwt w|thn 
Hew toA did no% oeglept tfo do goo4 
when he had it m hia power. H^i 
never w niwwd; very possibly 
|N^9^«aQ he iiev^? had himv!^ %9^ 
Aink of it } 907 was he ^yex i« wasi,^ 
ef a oompaDionx hec^nae )^9 very 
great iae?Uroade every one a»iciou^ 
to be in hm copEipajiy. Wheij he 
died he left tWrty-twQ thpu^and 
pounds ; but ha did not naaXe a wiHh 
because he theyghtt that a Us^oy 
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yr^ na gift. Tbis gx^ man eiH 
jftyert » Tery sjQod, jitate of Ijiealt^ 
yatir ^ WW ^gbty y^ars qld, yci^cin 
1)9. bail a Y?iry. pain^ disorder : i^ 
the five followiiig year? h^ way some? 
tunes b^t^er and i^metimes, worse ; 
be n^ver Q\ade th^ least Q^niplaiat^ 
iior sbpwed any impatii^nce, aa4 
wbe^ b9 was at, oas^ l». wouid smilei 
and Uik wilb 149 vwual cbeef&kief«h 
lie di?d at tb^ aga of eighty-^Y^ 
yeara. Tbeooufttwanpeofsogwl 
a man « oi))d vqt lie^ otbarwis^ than 
p}€^svig: I4s^ was partiQu^rly sq. 
He never made ut^ of iipegtafil^ 
9Ad' only Ipsit one toQth d^Mxiag the 
whc^Q of b^B Ufe, Son^ qf Newton'si 
fri^n^sQQe day said sofnehjerndsoDjif 
thiAgy Oft bis great ^^ ni#s. iffi4 
l^arping : he a|:i^wered, in ^n aaqr 
fn^npeft tlmt fpr bis own part ha 
was sensible th^t if be b^ 4«9e 
a 3 
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tbe world any gdod, it was entirely 
owing to patience, thought, and in-- 
dustry, rather than to any extraor- 
dinary sagacity he was blessed with 
more than other men. 

WhenNewton lived at Cambridge, 
he used, he says, often to refresh his 
memory with history and chrono- 
logy, when he was weary with his 
other studies. In all his writings 
he tried to make men good. And 
if all men were to follow the exaihple 
Newton has set them, it would make 
a world composed of good and 
therefore happy men. 

Newton's treatise on his method 
called Fluxions, was written in 
Latin : it has been translated into 
Englitih by a Mr. John Golson. 
Besides the books of his that were^ 
published during his life, after his 
death, many discourses were found 
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among his papers upon the subjects 
of antiquity, history, divinity, che- 
mistry, and mathematics, several 
of which have been printed at dif- 
ferent times. The learning of New- 
ton was more general than that of 
any man who has as yet been known. 
He is, by all those who have heard 
or read of him, known to be one of 
the greatest, wisest, and best of 
men, that ever lived, and his birth 
has been a great blessing to us all. 



THfi E^D. 



IWaled by T. C. H<iarJ, l'i | wl l *i wnfth4»wt, BT<et-m«l, Lmwlini. 
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